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2 - Az Expoſition npoa the Apoſiles Creed. 
our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt unto his Father in Heaven : when 
as by the comming of the Holy Ghoſt, bis Diſciples were fo inſpired ' 
and inflamed, as that they ſpake to all nations in their owne proper 
and peculiar tongues and languages : and ſo firtedand prepared, were 
ſhorcly todeparc one from another, to preach the Goſpell and Word 
of God in all coaſts and countries of the world : Normam prius fibi 
future predicationu in commune ftatuerunt, &e, They concluded firlt be= 
rweene themſelves, to ſet downe ſuch an order and rule of their after- 
preaching, that when they were locally ſeparated and divided one 
from theorher, they might not preacha divers and different doQrine 
oneto another, to thoſe thar they ſhould invite andcallto the faith of 
Chrift. All therefore being mer & placed zogerher,and filled with the 

' Holy Ghoſt, after conference had, everie one delivered his opinion 
of what hee thought firring, as neceffarie to be the ſubject of their 
preaching to the Church and people of God. And having concluded 
upon it, this they appoint to remaine, asa rule of faith and beleefe,and 
even Summa credendorum, as the ſumme and ſubſtance of Chriſtian Do« 
Arine to all Beleevers forever after: So far S. Auguſtine. 

For as they wereall of one heart and of one ſoule, A 4.32. fo 
they would manifeſt unto the univerſall world, that they were of one 
fairh and beleefe roo, Not like the Selle erratice, the wandring Stars, 
inſtable Humoriſts, and giddie headed Novelliſts cf our times, thar 
having one Catholike and Orthodoxall Religion eſtabliſhed in our 
old England (for which wee are ever bound to bleſſe and praiſe the ho 
ly name of God)yer muſt run into a New England, to ere& and ſetup 
another ; nay twentie other : For, Ouot homes, tot ſententie ; Looke 
how many men there are (eſpecially that take rhemſelves'ro be-Lea- 
ders and Maſters among them) ſo many mindsthey are of, as one a 
Brownift, another a Familiſt, a third an Anabaprilt, and all Separa- 
riſts from the true Church of God. But the holy Apoſtles, though 

* Caccording to their charge given them by their Maſter, our Lord and 
| *Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, 3Ltth.28:9.) rhey went ro all nations, preach- 
 a»/5nns, Ing and teaching the: word of God : as S. atthew to Frhiopia 
| S. Markthe Evangeliſt to Fgypr,Lybia, and the Africans thereabours; 

S. Tames to Spaine ; S. Andrew to Thracia, and Scythia Europz3 ; 

Philip to Scythia Afiarica ; Bartholomew to Armenia, and the hither 
| parts of India ; Thomas to Media, Parthia, Perſia, and (as fome fay) to 
| Ex/ebins, the Brackmannes and the BaCtrians, and the fartheſt parts of India ; 
Hy Tohn the Evangeliſt to Aſia; S. Peter to Pontus, Galatia, Byrhinia,Cap- 
berweene 


cruſalem 


\ © Padocia; S. Par] roallthe countries interjacent and lying 
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Jeruſalem and Illyricum ; and laſtly, Toſeph of Arimathea (as ſome)but 
as Nicephorus, Simon Zelotes, to our Britiſh Ile : yer they ſpake and prear 
ched fti1l, bur uz & :dem, one and the ſame vericie in unitie, in how 
many diff.rent, and how farre diſtant regions ſoever they became. 
Thereby giving the world co underſtand,that thereis,or at leaſt oughe 
to be, bur one faith, bur one religion, not onely thoroughout all che 
countries ;/ but alſo rhoroughour all the ages ofthe world, which is 
therefore called Fides Catholics, the Catholike Faith and Religion, 
becauſe of the univerſalicie of it inall places and at all times. For, 1d 
vere Catholicum, quod ubique,qued ſemper, quod ab omnibus creditum eſt : 


faich Vincenties Lirinenſis ; That onely is truly Catholike, which all £42: 3. 


places andall perſons have receivedand beleeved with full and unani- 
mous conſent in all times. And therefore the Apoſtle faith ; There zs 
but one faith, Epheſ.4.5. and that one faith is the ground and founda- 
tion bur of one religion. For true religion was never bur one, Semper 
eadem , alwayes the ſame from the beginning of the world till our 
dayes: and ſo muſt and ſhall continue from henceforth till the end of 
the world againe. Inſo much as all our forefathers, Adam, Enech, 
Noah, Abraham, Iſaac, Tacob : or in more generall termes, all che Pa- 
triarchs, Prophets, Apoſtles, Martyrs, Confefſours, Protefſours and 
Beleevers, as well under the Law as Goſpell ; as well in former as in 
our times, have and muſt all be ſaved by one and the ſelfe fame faith; 

yea, in one and the ſelfe ſame religion , -howſoever in forme and man- 

ner ſome wayes andat ſome times in ſhew different : yet in ſubſtance 

ſill oneand the ſame. 

As for example: There is onely this difference betwixt the. true 
Beleevers before Chriſt his comming and ſince : Quod | crediderwnt in 
Cbriſtum promiflum; nos in Chriſingz exhibitum : They beleeved in 
Chriſt promiſed, and as yer to come; wee in Chriſt exhibiced and 
come. And I beleeve it will be no hard matter to prove out of the 
Bookes of the Old Teftament, that Gods children in the time of the 
Law, did beleeve all the Articles of this our Apoftles Creed as well as 
we, with this diſtin&ion of preſent and to come; though darkly and 
obſcurely: becauſe, Vmbram tantum futurorum habebat Lex : The Law 
had onely the ſhadow of chings ro come; faith the Apoſtle, Heb. 10.1. 
The proofes which I ſhall fetch from the Old Teftamentr, in rhe profe- 
cution of this ſubje&,for the confirmation of each ſeverall article, will 
manifeſt and declare'as much. In the meane timertake notice firſt of the 
unitie and accord of the holy Apoftles, in framing this Summe-and 
Symbole of their Chriſtian Faith and-Beleefe. And let all true Chri- 
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ſtians, but eſpecially their ſacceſſours, in any the leaſt Miniſterial] 
Function, learne by their example, to leave all civil), uncivill jarres 
and contentions in matters of DouEtrine, that ſo wee may be all of one 
wind in one hovſe, I meane the-Church and houſe of God ; and to 
ſpeake and preach bur one thing,as S. Paxlexhorterh his Corinthians; 
that ſo there may beno diviſfions amongſt us ; but that wee may be all 
knit rogether in one mind, and be of ane judgement, 1 Cor, 1. 10. 
which counſel], whoſoever doe not readily and willingly pur in pra- 
&ice and fubmic themſelves unto; bur delight inrenting and rearing 
afunder the ſeamlefſe coat of Chrift, (Onan ſcindere mon fuit carnifici- 
bus conſilium ; ſaith Alexander Biſhop in T beodoret. Hit. lib.1, cap. 4, 
which the verie Executioners of Chriſt wcre ſo farre from doing, thar 
on the contrarie, they conſulted how to keepe ic whole and entire) 
through their diſtraftions and diviſionsin matters and points of Do- 
&rine, from their Orthodoxall brethren, and Catholike Church in 
which they live; whatſoever they thinke to the contrarie of them- 
ſelves: yer indeed and truth, they are rather Apoſtaricall, than Apo 
ſolicall men, 

For in the Apoſtles time, the. multicude of Beleevers were all of 
one heart and of one ſoule ; as before, out of AFs 4.32. And there- 
fore the ſame S. Paxirothe Romans, bids the Church marke them di- 
ligently, which cauſe divifion and offences, contrazjeto the doctrine 
which yec have learned, andavoid them: for they thatare ſuch, ſerve 
not the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, but their owne bellies : and with faire 
ſpeech and flattering deceive the hearts of the ſimple, Rom.16. 17,18. 
In which words Fſhould defire and adviſe the refraftarie and contenti- 
ous ſpirits of our times, thar are never fatisfiedand contented, either 
with the dodtrine or. diſcipline of our Church (if they were bar ca« 
pable of advice,which it is ro be feared moſt of them arenor)to confi- 
der and obſerve what eſteeme and opinion the Apoſtle Parlhad of ſuch 
in his time. Firſt, in that he would have them to be diligently marked, 
that ſo ſecondly they may be avoyded , his reaſon thirdly, becauſe 
they ſervenor the Lord Jeſas Chriſt, bur their owne bellies ; and laſt- 
ly, that how fire and: imooth ſoever their voyce and ourfide be, yer 
within they are no better than hypocrites ; their ſpeech being onely 
farrering to deceive the hearts of the ſimple. As alfo Icould wiſh, 
that their followers, thar is,ſuch as are led and ſeduced by them,would 
but marke whar opinion the ſame Apoſtle had likewiſe of ther, when 
he ftiles and calls chem ſimple, And yet thefe thinke themſelves the 
wiſeſt people inthe world, Bur the Spirit of God knowes you gre 

” than 


than your ſelves. And therefore be not too highly conceited of your 
ewne wiſdome, ſeeing God himſelfe doth call yon fooles and ſimple. 
Et ntinam rudiores efſent quam qui poterant deeipi; It were well for you 
if you were ſo fimple, that you could not be deceived by the ſabrill 
and lie infinuations of thoſe that creepe into your houſes, and lead 
captive {imple women laden with ſinnes, and led with divers lufts, 
which are ever learning, and yet neverabls rocometo the knowledge 
of the trath,as the fame Apoſtle ſtill ſpeakes of them, 2 T 79.3.6. 

For (that I may crave leave for this onely digrefſion) let them tell 
me ; are they not women, and ſimple ones too,that they moſt prevaile 
withall in theſe their madneffes & follies? I meane, fimple in reſpet 
of divine knowledge & ſpirituall underftanding ; but not in reſpe&t of 
condirion and qualitie in the world. For, according to the ſubtilrie 
of the Serpent, as well themſelves,as all their brood and brotherhood, 
T meane all Heretikes and Schiſmatikes whatſoever, have ever beene 
ſowife in their generations, as not much to mind or regard the mea- 
ner ſort, whether they ſided with them or not, but for women of 
wealth and ſome faſhion inthe world, by whom nor onely credit and 
countenance totheir cauſe, but maintenance alſo to rheir perſons 
(though many times to the great loffe and detriment, if not the un- 


doing of their Imsbands ) might be procured and obtained, For 


theſe I ayeſpecially, have their hookes and baits been ever laid, their | 


plots and projeQs ſtill guided and directed above all others. And they 
have inall ages prevailed ſo farre with this weaker ſex, that ſome of 
all ſorts and ranks in the workd, have alwayes been ready to rake their 
parts againſt the trath : as Townes-women and Merchants wives of 
the Citric, Gentlemens wives, nay Ladies of the Court, and Noble. 
women , have been caught and entangled in their ſnares, being ſe- 
duced anddrawneaway by them. To inſtance in one forall the reft, 
Conftantia, the widow of Licinis, and fifter to Conftantine the Em- 


perour, to whom (as Ryffinus ſpeakes) iz happened to grow acquains- | 
ted with a certaine Priett, laterter partzbus Arvii favente;cloſely ahd un- | 


der-hand favouring the Arrian faftion, who notwithſtanding our of 
cunning, at the firſt wonld bewray nothing of his mind unto her ; #bi 
vero multa familiaritss copiam tribuit , paulatim ſermonem cepit a= 
ſrrgere : but when much familiaricie afforded him licence and op-= 
portunirie to ſpeake; by licrle and little hee began to ſprinkle as it 
were, and caft ſome ſpeeches abroad, rending to his perpoſe : as that 
it was for the envie onely, and ſome private quarrels of the Biſhop, 
that Arrizs was caſt ont of the Church, and banifhed his Comntrey ; 
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- and not for any juſt deſert of his owne: the people thinking lictle or 


never the worle of him;bur that he was deere anto them ftill,& in their 
good efteeme, notwithſtanding ſuch injurie offered unro him. With 
which and the like ſpeeches often ſuggeſted and whiſpered into the 
eares of the ſaid Conſtantia, hee made her ſo faſt and firmly his owne, 
thar ſhe, wich a grear deale of carneſtnefſeand zeale more rhan diſcre- 
cion, made it her laſt ſuir unto her brother the Emperour, lying upon 
her death-bed, ut Precbiterum in familiaritatem reciperet, that hes would 
receive this Prieſt unto his favour, and nor only ſo, barthat he would 
heare himalſo in thoſe things which he ſhould ſaggeſt and deliver un- 
to him, tending ro his good and well-fare : which hee accordingly 
did : and upon the ſaid Priefts inſtigation and perſwaſion, cals home 
Arrim frombaniſhmenr, and purs ſuch further truſt and confidence in 
him, that when he drawes neere his end alſo himſelfe, he made choyce 
of him above all others, ro commitr the cuſtodie of his laſt will and 
teſtament unto z with ſpeciall charge ro deliver it to none but Cor- 
ftantins himſelfe, which was to ſucceed him. By the perfermance 
whereof, the aid Prieſt gained him, rhe ſaid Conftantins alſo to the 
Arrian ion, which bred much unreſt and unquietnefſe ro the Or- 
thodoxall ſervants of God for a long time after, as the Eccleſiaſtical 
hiſtories doereport at large. | = 
And therefore conſidering the danger that hath, doth, and may 
come to the Church of God, throngh their weaknefſe and wilfal- 
nefſe; ler all women, of what ranke and condition ſoever they be, in 
the name and feare of God, keepe filence : not onely in the Church, as 
S. Paul commandeth, 1 Cor. 14434. buralſo inall Church caules ; ic be- 
inga fhame for them to be medlers and fticklers in buſineſſes of thar 
Nature, as there followes. And therefore I permir nor a woman to 
reach, faith heelſewhere, viz. 1 T i91.2.12. Bur if they will learne any 
thing as before, 1 Cor.14.35. whereby the Apoſtle (me thinks) ſeemes 
not to require or expe ſuch ſufficiencie and fulneſle of ſcience in wo- 
men a$in men : as fearing more danger belike ro Gods Church, than 
o00d, by their much knowledge. Yeriit rhey will needs doe it ; why 


then, ler them aske their husbands at hume, and learne in {ilence with 


all ſabjeftion, 1 Tim.2.11, and he gives his reaſon roo : becauſe Adm 
was not deceived, but the woman was deceived, verſ.14. And indeed, 
it hath ſo come ro paſſe ever ſince, that in all ſuch deceptions, pleres 
invents ſunt fomine quam viri, more women are found than men, as Al. 
phonſis a caftre ſpeakes. For that malignant enemie of ours the De- 
vill, knew from our verie firſt cteation, that the woman was ow 

| ealie 


eafieto be ſeduced than the man ; Tenacius ampleFique malum cui ſe- 
mel 2dheſerit ; and that ſhee would the more firmly and ſtiffely em- 
brace thatevill unto which ſhe did once adhere. And yet farther: Ir 
muſt needs be a meanes to breed errours and herelies in the Church of 
God (faith he) cum wnlgus, &c. when the common people will not be 
contented onely with the reading of the Scriptures : buc will under- 
take alſo to diſcuſſe and diſpute of the ſenſe and meaning thereof: 
and that with ſuch confidence and boldnefſe many times, that verie 
lewd fellowes will not be aſhamed to provoke the learned, and con- 
reſt with them abour the underſtanding of Gods ſacred Word. And 
chat which is worſt of all (as he goes on) Non ſolem hae a viris fiunt, ſed 
etiam a feminis ; Theſe things are done not onely by men, bur by wo- 
menalſo. S. Paul verily (faith he) doth nor permit a womanto teach, 
and yet in theſe times women are not afraid, nor aſhamed neither co 
reach and diſpute too, even in matters of faith ; Atque adeo proterve, mt 
faciling centum vires ab errore revoces,quum mulicremunam : And that with 
ſuch obſtinacieand perverſnefſe, that yee may more eafily reclaime an 
hundred mek from their errours than one woman. Thus far Alfonſus. 
Now whether this were juſt matter of complaint in hisdayes or no, 
 Godknowes. Butthat it is ſo in ourdayes, not onely God, but alſo 
our Church knowes : in which a grear part of the diſtraQtions anf 
diviſions, under which ſhe art this time groanes, proceed onely from 
hence ; that all Recuſanc Pricfts, wherher Popiſh or other Searies, 


find ſo greata ſhelter under this ſex : and thar their venomous do- 


Arines and pcſtiferous poſitions, which with ſlie infinuations, rhey 
broach and preach unto them, are ſo eafily admitted, and fo eagerly 
defended by them. | | 

Fordivers of the men, Tdoubt nor, of both forts, I meane as well 
of Papifts as Sefaries , would rerurne againe under the roofe of our 
Church , if ir were not for the ſiffneſſ- and wilfulnefſe of -thetr 
wives. But this is not the way, by which they of that ſex-muſt fave 
their ſoules, viz. firſt by yeelding prompt ant ready eares and affenc 
unto, and then wilfull and obftinarte def-nſe and ſupporrcation of, 
thoſe erroneous dottrines, Ky ſubrill iofinuacions, they have 
receivedand ſuckedin from a (lie Kducer in cither of theſe kinds ; Ouz 
Doforis nomen ambiens, maluit maziſter fieri erroris, quam diſcipulus verita- 
tis ;as it was faid of T atzanns the Heretike : who ambirioutly aſpiring 
tobe accounted a great Door anda learned Rabbi, chuſeth rather to 
becomea maſter oferrour, than a Diſciple of truth. Bur their ſoules 
ſhall be faved (faith che Apoſtle) rhrough bearing of children, it they 


continue 
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coritinue in theſe enſuing vertues (which are far more befitting their 
ſex, than diſobedience to their mother the Church) viz. Faich, and 
love, and holinefſe with modeſtic, 1 T im.2.15, eicher of which I am 
bold to ſay, they cannot truly have, ſo long as they continue refra- 
Aarie and rebellious back-ſliders from the received do&rines and dif 
cipline of our Church, in which they have beene educated and in- 
ſtruged : and from which in their bapriſme they received and ſucked 
in the farſt life and breath of Chriſtianitie and Religion. And therefore 


 forconclufion of this point, let me intreat all men (eſpecially of rea- 


fonandreligion) to ſhew themlſelves to be men, and to rake the ſtaffe 
againe into their owne hands : conſidering that the husband is the 
wives head, unto whom ſhe ought to be in ſubjeRion inall things, as 
the Apoſtle ſpeaketh, Epheſ.5.23,24- and if inallthings, then much 
morein the ſervice and worſhip of God. Forif it be (as S. Arguſtine 
faith) bur, Perverſa domus, wuhi feemina habet imperium ſuper virum : A 
diſorderly and ill-governed family, where the wife will cake upon her 
rorule all , though in houſhold affaires, then much more when ic is ſo 
in Church affaires. And choſe men thar ſuffer itin their houſes tothe 
breach of the unitie of the Church of God (as it isto be feared many 
doe) ſhall be ſure ro' anſwer for it, itbeing a powerfull and unreſifta- 
blereaſon, urged by the Apoſtle, why inferiours ſhould obey them 
that have the overſight of them, and ſubmit themſelves unto them; 
becauſe they watch for their ſoules,” as they that muſt give an account, Heb. 
13.17. Andtherefore in the name and feare of God, ler me perſwade 
all maſters of families, that they permit neither themſelves, nor any 
others of their houſhold, ro becarried abour with divers and {trange 
dodrines, becauſe it is a good thing that the heart be eſftablithed with 
grace : as the ſame Apeitle in the ſame chapter exhorrteth, »:rſ.9, Buc 
let everie one ſay with Tofhus, T 3nd my horſe will ſerve the Lord, T'ſh. 
24.15. andthatin the unitie of the Church of God, in which we have 
beenenouriſhed up in the faich of God, and parricularly of the Apo- 
ſtles Creed, the ſubje&of our diſcourſe at this time. And this ſufficerh 
for the firſt circumſtance; the unitie of rhe holy Apoſtles, in compo- 
ſing and compiling of this Summe of Chriſtian Belecfe. : 
In the ſecond place, inthis title, T he Apoſtles Creed ; wee may take 
notice alſo of the antiquitie and univerſal conſent, which hath been 
given to the dodrine inthe ſame conrained in all ages. So that as a 


| '-ronc, Fer, Councell faith, Patet neutiquam licuifſe ab Apoſtolorum Symbols quicquart 


/| Seſſ.zo, dimovere : It is evident, that it isnot lawful] by any meanes to depart a 


[| 


[00 


jot from the Symbole or Beleefe of the Apoltles. Which may teach-us 


our ſelves cloſe, onely to this needfull and anciens truth, according to 


Gods ownedireQion by his Prophet. Standin.the waycs and behold, - 


and aske for the old way, which is the good way, and walke therein ; 
and yee ſhall finde reſt unto your ſoules, Terem.6.16. Forif ourſoules 
cannor finde reſt in this anci:nt and ſo long received truth'; they will 
never be able to finde it, I am confident, in the new. created Creeds of 
theſe litter times : I meanerhat of the Trent Councell, and the like; 


of which Sir Humphrey Lyne hath given a true verdiQt, faying ; I am Epitt.De- * JRI7 4, B% 


4 - dic. 
ſare that thoſe twelve new coyned articles, declared by their grand The Saf 


"An Fein qunbe ered, 9. 


to grow.ſuſpitious of all novelties in-watters of faith z,and to keepe | 


before 


Councell of Treat, and publiſhed by Pope P:ws the fourth, with way 


ſtraight charge ro bereceived of all men, are ſo farre from the know- 
1-dpe. of Antiquitie, that as yer they' are ſcarce underſtood amongſt 
their owne Diſciples for arcicles of faith : and their beſt learned Ro» 
manitſts profeſſe openly, that moſt of them were unknowne to former 
ages. Sofarre hee. Which as hee hath truly averred, fo as learnedly 
and fully proved in his Treatiſe called T be ſafe way © whitherT referre 
you. To which'purpoſe alſo of diſcovering the noveltie of Popiſh 
Tenets ; youmay ſe a Treatiſe called, The Old Religion, written by 
that reverend and learned Prelate, Dr. Tofepb Haf,now Lord Biſhopof 
Exon; as likewiſe another Treatiſe called, Credo San&am Catbolicane 
Ecckſiam, written by Dr. Chaloner, | > = art 

Now if the faith of the Papiſts be ſo new,it cannot be true,for Pri- 
mun verumyas Tertutian hath well obſerved: In divinitie and matters 
of religion , the firſt muſt needs be trueſt, as being neereſt co the 
fountaineof all truth, which is God himlelfe, and his ſonne Chrift, 
the ſtreame iſſuing from the ſaid fountaine, even truth ir ſelfe, as Toh. 
14.6. it being a rale and r2ceived maxime in nature ; that, Quo res 
mg appropinquat fonts & can ſſe alicnjus jjerfectionzr, eo plus recipit ; The 
nzerer any thing approches to the fountaine or originall of any perfe- 
ion, ſo muchthe more ir doth participate thereof, As the neerer any 
thing comes tothe hre, iris the hotter ; to the Sunne, the brighter 
ro the water, the colder ; to the truth, the truer. And therefore our 
Apoſtles Creed Rowing fo immediately from the fountaine-head of 
truth, Chriſt Jeſus therighteous ; muſt needs be farre more worthy of 
all men to be received (asrhe Apoſtle ſpeakes, x Tim.1.15.) than thar 
which is of a farre later Edition. For whatſoever comes atthe ſecond 
hand, as being brought in by mans invention, muſt needs favour of 


mans corruptiop. And therefore, I ſay, let us keepe our ſelves faſt and Serm-18r. {5} 


cloſe to this: which howſoever (as S. Augrſtine ſpeakes) Breve Py 
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verbie, mug tamen eff 8.3ctamentis « Te be briefe and ſhort in words, 
yet it is verie large afid long in ſenſe : containing wharſoever is re- 
quiſire and nece(2tie tobe bekeeved toward ſalvation, Yea, let everic 
one, 2s well old as yeuhg, as well men and women, as chifdren, be dili- 
gentand carefull ro learne, and hold, and nnderftand ; and when time 
is, to ttake confeflion roo of this, which containes rhe ſumme and ſub- 
ſtance of rhe Catholike faich, which excepr a man beleeve faichfully 
he cannot be faved ; but without doubt hee ſhall periſh evcrlaftingly, 
As Athanaſius in his Creed, | 

And therefore it ſtands everie man upon, as much as the ſaving of 
his foule comes to, to beleeve, and know, andunderitand this, which 
everie ordinarie perſon can hardly do2 withour a guide, as the Eunuch 

#icron. ad told Philip, 4s 8.31, becauſe, Singulz in eoverba, phna ſunt fenſibns : 
Palin. There isnot a word in ir, barharh its weight, 

Wherefore I ſhall endeyour for your farcher beneficand inftru&ion 
herein, afcer aſhort, plaine, and familizr ramner, ro make interprera= 
rioh thereof unis you, our of rhe holy Scriptures and Word of God. 

Catch, Fork is notfireing (as Cyril faich) either for me to deliver,or for you 
ro heare andbeleeveany thing, concerningrhe divin2 and holy myſte- 
ries of faith, withour demonſtrations and proofes rhereof, out of the 
famethe holy Writ. Forthe vere ſaferie of ovt faith dorh nor depend 
upon a ſubrill and deviſed diſputation , bat vpon plaine and evident 
probarion out of the Word of God, And therefore chart I may ſhew 
my ſelfe, Ut opinione, fic & diftione Chriſtinnum, thatis, As in belee- 
ving, fo infpeaking and writing a right Chriſtian ; you muſt nor ex- 

et, Nay- pet : Mie, my fteria regri cmlerm, ant furtis ZEgyptiis, ant Gentilibus fic 
nius de 4 cjy, aut compre exoticis omare :* That I ſhould firive to ſer forth theſe 

——_—_— myſteries 6f ont Chriſtian faich and —_— of Heaven, 
with any jewels ftollen from the Mgyptijans, or fabulous fictions of 
the Gentiles, or forraine and far-ferchr dreſſes of humane Arrs and 
Sciences 2 neicher with any other ſtrong and ftrained lines, and the 
hike : Sed tantummods Evangelicis verbis enunciare : Batfairly & fmooth» 
ly ro derive my proofes and incerpretarion thereof onely from the ſa- 
cred form:aines, as I aid before. For as S. Jerome faich, Fides prera & 

rt. confe ſſo non querit ſtrophas & arguments verborum ; that is, Subrill 

and Scholaſtical! diipures, or orhervetball arguments, are no whicre- 

.  quifite in the pur=and publike profeſſion and confeſſion of our Chri- 
Rian faith. And this ſufficeth for the title, 
Now to the words chemſclves. 


4 AN 


EXPOSITION 


| UPON THE. . 
Apoſtles Creed. 
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Credo in Deum Patrem omnIpotentem, Factorem 
:. Col & Terrx, ec, .. | 

8 That is, _ 
I beleeve in God the Father A Imightie, 


Uaker of 
Heaven and Earth, &c. =. Ye! 


di & 


Here firſt wee are to take notice of the firſt 
& word, Credo, T bekeve, which ſhewes (as 
S. Angrftine laith) Quod on deberiius diſeutere 11 lacum, 
407 IrRN ws Credere ; tc rationem tequire= Serm.18 1, 
re ; ſee fidem fimpliciter & immobiliter exhibere : 
\ Thar wee ought nor to queſtion or diſpute 
& of divine myſteries, bat to-beleeve them : 
YY norſomuchrco require a reaſon of them, as 
EH .* Gmply and undoubtedly , yea, inmovably 
and without ſtaggering, to ſbmit our faith and credence unto them. 
For there are many things belonging to the falvation of Gods chil- 
dren, whichif everieplaine and {imple man were driven to finde one 
a reaſonfor, upon the paine of his damnation, 'hee were neverable to 
doe it, and fo conſequently could never befaved. Nay, the moſtlear- 
ned, and chiefe pillars of the Church of God thersſelves, have beene 
at a Handin ſome of them ; which made, Paulto cry our ; Oh the 
C 2 deepneſſe 
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deepneſſe of the riches, both of the wiſdome and knowledge of God; 
bow unfearchable are his jndgements,and his wayes paſt finding our? 
Rom.11:33. And therefore, Succumbat ratio fidez & captiva quieſcat ; 
Humane ſenſe ahd naturall reaſon muſt yeeld and ſubmir themſelves 
when faith comes in place. For faith is the evidence of things nor 
ſcene; ſaithrhe Auchor to the Hehrewes, Chap. 11.1. that is, nor per- 
ceived or underſtood by the eyes of the body ; no, nor of the minde 
neither, bur onely beleeved robe ſo; becauſe God, which cannox lie, 
hath aid it is ſo. Sothat, Fides incipit ubi ratio deſanit : There is no 
place,no roome for faith, till reaſon can goe no farther. For if wee 
could comprehend the deepe myſteries of God by reaſon, then ir were 
knowledge, and not faith, that ſhould apprehend an{lay hold upon 
' them, 

Now our knowledge ia this life is imperfe& (faith S. Pal )but inthe 
nextlife, weſhall knoweven as we are knowne, and ſee face to face as 
we are ſcene : For then that which is perfe& being come, that which 
18 imperfe& ſhall be done away, 1 Cor.13.9,10. But now in this life 
abideth faith and kope, as there followes, verſ.13. which gave oecafi- 
ontaS. Azgrftine, ſo often in his works, to call this life, T empus fidei ; 
The time of faith and belceving : anfwerable ro thar of S. Pax] elſe- 
where, Nunc per fidem ambulamus, &c. Now wee walke by faith, and 
potby ſight, 2 Cor.g.7, . 

Againe, if by knowledge onely men might attaine unto ſalvation, 
then none but the great Clerks and learned Rabbies of the world 
fhould be capable thereof: and the illicerarand ignorant poore man, 
Juch as S. Pererand S. Ton were before their calling, A&s 4.13. ſhould 
be quite excluded from all hope of grace and mercie, But God,whoſe 
mercies are above all other his works, hath otherwiſe provided; thar 
now by the meanes of faith and belecte, che meane as well as the migh- 
tie, and the poore as well as the rich, may be made partakers of falva- 
tion. And therefore for uſe and concluſion of this poiar, let us nor 
ſtrive ſo much in this life ro know, as to be ſtrong infaich, and firmly 
£0 beleeve : for if wee beleeve now, wee {ball know hereafter. For 
£00 great adeſire to know hath wrought our woe : it being the only _ 
occafion, firſt of our ſinne, and ſecondly of our miſerie : ©uod homo 
volt ſcire antequam crederet, ſaith Cuſanns, That man would know be- 
fore he did beleeve. For by this meanes, Arbor ſcientie complures priva- 
wit arbore vite ; The tree of knowledge hath deprived many of the tree 
of life. And never any but heretikes did, Concludere fidem intra limites | 
humani melleQus ; as Alfonſus a Caſtro-ſpeakes: that is, Shut up on 

| | airh 
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faich within the narrow liſts and limits of mans ſhallow and fimple un- 
derſtanding: bur it is the part and propertie of a true Chriſtian, Cap- 


tivare intelleum in obſequium Chriſti : To captivate and ſubdue his un- 


derſtanding unto the doftrine of Chriſt. 

Secondly, this word, Credo, I beleeve, tells us,that we muſt not only 
not diſpute in matters of faith ; but fo far (ubje&t our reaſon unto 
faith, that wee doe ir alſo wichout doubting, withour ſtaggering. For, 
Dub s in fide infidelzs et : Tr is ſcarcefaith atall, ifthere be any doub- 
tingin it : as appeares by that ſpeech'of our Saviour unto his doub= 
ting Apoſtle T homas : Pat thy finger here,and pur it into my fide; and 
be not faichleſſe, but beleeve, Tob.20.27. And, Ut aliquid fides were ap- 
pelletur, certitudinemexigit,& firmitatem in eo quieam tenet ; faith-the for- 
mer Alfonſus ; that is, Whatſoever is properly and truly called faich, 
hath certainrie in ir, and ſtedfaſtneſſe of beleefe in himthat holds ir. 
Otherwiſe (faith hee) if aſſurance and ftabilitie be wanting, and any 
the leaſt ſcrupleariling ; it is not tobe accounted faich, but doubting 
only or opinion. This being the difference between faith and opinion : 
Duedqui credit tenaciter adheret ; That he which beleeves ſticks ſo cloſe 
unto his Tenet ; that no man, or meanes ſhall be able ro wichdraw 
him from it, or to wry him another way : whereas hee that doth bur 


hold opinion onely : Sic accedit ſug ſententie ut aliquantulum be fitet & 


mobili intelle@u aſſentiat : Hee comes but doubringly, and with an un- 


, certaine aſſent unto it : Asto the opinions of the Philoſophers, which 


were truths onely of conſequence,upon ſuppoſed grounds till difpu- 
table, and therefore ſtill uncertaine. Whereas our dodrine, the do- 
arineof Chriſtians, is atruth of foundation, wichour queſtion, and 
therefore not diſputed , bur beleeved , and rhorowly ſerled in our 
hearts, by the operation'and power of him, who is boththe Author 
and the Finiſher of it, as the Scriptur2 ſpeaketh. And therefore in 


theſe fundamentall grounds of our Chriſtian faith, away wirh doub- - 
ting and hefitation. For hee that doubteth and wavereth in theſe, is 
like a wave of the ſea, roffed of the wind, and carried away,as S. Tzmes - 
faith, Tam.1.6, Butlereveric one amongſt us, not onely men,bur wo- - 


men alſo, yea and children roo,according to their capacirie, ſay wich 


firmneſſe and faſtneſſe of faith, as the holy Apoſtles here, everie one - 
tor himſelfe ; Credo, Tbeleeve, A word or two of the perſon, Ego, I 


beleeve : and fo I will end this point. 


When we pray we are dire&ed to ſay, Our Father, not my Father : 


alone; becauſe every one ought to be fo charicable, as ro pray for 0- 
thers, as well as themſclves : wi;h a deſire likewiſe that i 
| | lat POTES 


POP. act Creed, | 12 "AI 


they ſhould, 
doe-. 


ET "EY 2m. 
* 


IEC 4 
J, ian erm. 
-_ 


GE ESTA 


2 ae et. 


4 An Expoſztion upon the Apoſiles Creed. 
doe the like for him; and with a confidence and affurance that he ſhall 
fare and ſpeed the betcer for ſuch the pw of his acighbours and. 
Chriſtian brerhren. As Saint Fames faich,Confeſſe your faults one un- 
ro another, and pray one for another, that yee may be healed : For the 
eff-Quall fervenr prayer ofa righteous wan availerh mich, Zmes 5.16. 
Bur when wee come to make profefſion and confeflion of onr 
faich ; chenic muſt be T; not Wee beleeve, becauſe wee cannor beleeve 
one for another ; but every one (when he is com? once to yeeres of 
diſcretion, and capacitie to und-r{tand) muſt beleeve for himſelfe, 
and be faved by his owne, nor anothers faith ; according to that of 
the Propher z The juſt ſhall live by his faith, Hb euch 2.4.that is, his 
owne fairh;not another mans. I ay, when he comes ro yeares:'For 
the Church of God is ſo charitable toxards infants, which having no 
ſinnes of their owne commircing ro anſwer for, tut only that originall 
guilr, we is by naturall prepagation derived rhorowou: all Adams 
ſtericie from one generation to another : that as they have finned only 
+ iy In anorher, ſo they ſhould beleeve alſo by another : that ſo they mighe 
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61: þ f My cre» be made capable of the Sacrament of Baptiſme (which is the firft ſtep 


Hg Her in al co falvarion) by the faith and beleefe of rhoſethar bring them there 
IF (2792 Avg: unto, thar is, their God-farhers and God- morhers,that make profeſſion 
| of faithat the Font for them, which they as yer are notable rodoefor 
themſelves. Bur yet the benefit and uſe of this, ſhall endure nolonger 
for their availe and profir, than while they are young and uncapable of 
doing ic themſelves : bur if when they come to age, they doe nor in 
their owne perſonsmake good and perform: thoſe promiſes of faith 
and repentance,which they have made for them : bur run wicked, faich- 
leſe, and deſperate courſes of life, contrarie rq the faid promiſes made 
in theirbehalfe ; why then they loſe and deprive themſelves of the be- 
nefit and comfort of that holy Sxcrament and Covenant, and become 
in as bad, if not a worſe caſe, than if they ha41 never beene x arcakers 
thereofar all. And therefore let everie one Jooke to his owne faith in 
particular, and fo furniſh and firengthen himſelfe with the grounds 
and principles of faith out of the Word of God ; thar hee may be 
able apon all occaſions to apply God unto himlſelte by his owne per- 
fonall faith: and rofay wich the holy Apoſtles here, Credo, T beleeve. 
For otherwiſe he muſt never looke ro ſave his ſoule ; bur, Tolle mewn, 
zolle Deum. Take away the particular application of each mans righr 
and intereft in God and his Son Chriſt Jeſus, and you were as good 
take away themſelves ro. For what comfort can T finde in a Saviour, 


except] may be aſſured thar he is mine owne? 


Creds 


| Credo in Deum ; I belerve in God, 

This teaches us firſt to beleeve that there is a God ; for hee that 
commethro Gcd, muſt beleeve that God is, faith the Apoſtle, Hebr, 
11. 6, There being none, bur the foole, that ever faid, eicher wich his 
- heart, or with his mouth , There is no God, Pſal,14.1. Secandly,this 

reaches us alſo ro beleeve, that this God is one b:cauſe ir is ſaid, 
God, inthe fingwar number ; nor gods inthe p'urall: For howtfoever 
che foolith Heathen out of their 1gnorance and (implicity, imagined 
and deviſed to themſelves many gods; even ſo many.as they ſaw there 
were kinds of things naturall in the world (calling him thar they ſu 
poſed to bethe god of the Skie, F#piter ; ofthe Aire, Funs; of the Wa- 
ter, Neptune ;of the Farth, Fefts; and fomerimes Ceres : of che Sun, 
Apollo, of the Moone, Diana , and ſuch like) yet wee, to whom the 
Lord hath revealedhimfelfe m:-re particularly by his holy and heaven- 
Iy Word,do acknowledge and confcfſe but one only God and guide of 
all agents narurall, alons to be bleſſed, adored, and honcured by all for 
ever. Forbehold (faith God himſclte) T;evenT am he ;and there is no 
gods with me, or beſides me, Dext.32.39 neirher is ehereany cat can 
deliver out of my hands ; as there followes. Therfore the Nicene Creed 
expreſſerh this unitie in theſe words, ſaying, T belzeve mane God the F g- 
ther almightie, = of heaven and earth, &c. Raymrndus de Sobnade, 
rrovesthe unity of the Godhcal1foure wayes;or by foure reafons,viz.. 
I. Unitate ordiniscreaturarem : 2. Per contrarietates in wno fſubjedto : 3. nod 
omne inferizs tendit ad uſiem ſuperioris : 4 Duo propins ad Dexens, eo fortior 
& magireſt unitas : i.e, Firtt, by the unity of rhe order of the crea» 
tures : Secondly, by the comraricties inone and the ſame {ubjet:; 
Thirdly, becauſe every inferiour thing bends and tends totheulſe of 
the ſaperiour : And laſtly, becauſe rhe nearer any thing approaches 
unto God, the ſtronger and greater is the uoicyof it. And {rom hence 
he turther inferres, rt ac rhe unity in Gad is farre greater than thar in 


: 
man : .Q nod bomo unus eſt in ſpecie tantiem : ſed Dens & in ſpecies & in nu= Tit. 5. 1 h 
1 


mero : Becauſe mans unicy conſifts only in his. ſpecies or kinde : bur 
God is one, not onlyin ſpecies, bur in numberroe. And inthe end 
concludes ; Quod unus fufficit Dexs, plures non ſunt neceſſeris ; That one 
God is ſuffi-ientfor rhe guiding and govarning of ane world; ſorhar 
there is noneed of more. Butrhe beſt proofes of divine verittes,are ta- 
ken from divineauthorities : and thereforelet ws fe ſome few Texts 
of Scripture ro contirme this the unicy of the God-head; andfo con- 
clude rhis point. And we will begin with that in Demuteronomy ; Audi 
Iſrael, Dominus Dens tas wnureft ; Hearken O Iizacl, the Lord thy God 
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is one, De#t. 6.4. To which purpoſe ſee alſo Dexz.3 2.39.citedbefore, 
Next, let us hearENuzaman the Syrian, healed as well of the leprofie of 
his ſcule as body, confefling and magnifying this one God, ſaying : 
Behold, now I know thar there is no Godin all the world,but in I 
rael, 2 Reg:5.15. Thirdly, Davis, who faith ; Qs Deus preter Domi- 
num, &c, Whois God belides the Lord; and who is mighty ſave our 
God, Pſal. 18. 31. And againe, Thou art great, and doelt wondrous 
things ; Thou art God alone, Pl. £6.10. To which purpole,ſce alſo 
Eſay 43. 5,6, 144 18,31,22, verſes. And likewiſe Sp. 12.13. And be 
cauſe ſome heretickes;as Cerdon, Afanichens,and the like, have rejeted 
the teſtimony of the old Teſtament ; therefore a place or rwo in the 
new Teſtament will not doe amifle. To which purpoſe then, heare 
Laiot Paul in his firſt Epiſtle ro the Corinthians, ſaying, Wee know 
that there is none other God bur one. For though there be that are cal- 
led gods, wherher in heaven or incarti (as there be many gods, and 
many lords) yet unto ns there is bur one God, which is the Father ; of 
_ whomareall things, and wee inhim; and one Lord Jeſus Chriſt, by 
whom are all things, and weby him, 1.Co7.8.4,5,6, verſes, And in an- 
other place; A mediatour is not of one, burGod is one, Gal.3.20. And 
yet farther, There is one Lord, one Faich, one Papriſme, one God and 
Father of all, which is above all, and through all.and inyou all, Epbef. 
4.5, 6. verſes. And ſo much for theunity of God. T bekeve in God cc. 
Now if any be over inquifitive to know whar,or who this one God 
is; I anſwer with Saint Azgftine, Thar the ſupereminencie of this 
Deicie pafſeth mans utterance ; ſo that melizes cogitatrer quam diciter ; we 
canbetter thinke than ſpeake of God. And yer our deepeſt choughts 
alſo, come farre ſhort of apprehending that incomprehenlible Majeſty, 
becauſe, Secretiſſima res eft Dens (as Alpbonſus ſpeakes) & que emnium 
zntelleCFus maxime fugiat ; God is ſoſecrer a thing, tharall mans under- | 
ſtanding cannot pierce nor prie into him ; which conſtrained a great 
Propher to crie out and ſay, Yere ts es Deus abſconditus : Yerily thou 
art a Gcd that hideſt thy ſelfe, or an hidden God, Eſzy 45. 15. And no 
marvell, ſeeing, (as Saint Paul fayes) Habitat lucem inacceſiibilem , Hee 
dwelleth in the light that gone canartaine unto,whom never eye ſaw, 
neither can ſee, 1 Tim. 6. 16. which made the Prophet El32b, when 
che Lord went by him (and a mighty ſtrong wind, renting the 
mountaines, and breaking the rockes before him ) to cover his face 
wich his mantle, 1 Reg.19.13. as knowing that his humane fight could 
norendure the greatluſter and brightnefſe of the divine Majeftie. For 
if the children of Iſrael could nor endurethe ſplendour and bright- 


neſfſe 
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nefſe of Aſoſes face, after God had talked with him In the monneane z 
23s Ex24.34.30, How much leffe ſhall humane underſtanding be able ts 
endure the Majeſtic of God himſelfe ; when ic ſhall ſcekero penetrate 
and pierce into the deepe myſteries and ſecrets thereof, proprii ingenis 
acumine ; only by the ſtrength and perſpicacitie of their owne wir and 
reaſon. And therefore there is nothing wherein wee ought more to 
captivate and ſubdue our underſtanding ; #7 obſequizm Dez,in obedience 
unto God, than in the knowledge of God hinvelfe, Quoniam ad inveſti 


gandum ſupremum illed unitatis & T rinitatis myſterium, nelkes intelle us, 


fide deſtitntnes ſufficit ; as Alphonſis goes on, becauſe for the finding our 
of that high and hidden myſtery of the Trinicie in [[nitie, and [[niry 
in Trinitie, there is no underſtanding deſtitute of faith, rhar is ſuffict« 
ent. For indeed, the knowledge of God, is profundum fine funds ( as 
one ſaith) icis adepth without a botrome. So thar if any aske ( ich 
another) quid fit Dezs ; what God is : I muſt anſwer him; Sz ſeirem,De- 
6s eſſem : ſhould be a god my (elfe, if I knew, or were ablerorell him, 
Nam Dum nemo novit ; nec quid ſit, quiſquam ſcit, niſs ſolus Dems, ſaith 
| CardmFornone knoweth what Godis,but God alone, And S. _— 
faich,De Deo loquimmr: quid mirum ſinon comprebendis? fienim compre 


ther of body,or minde, or both, were able ro comprehend him, he were 
no God. And therefore as the holy Father goes on: Sit pis confeſſio igne- 
rantiemapis qnam temeraria profeſito ſcientie: Let ns rather make an hum- 
ble confeſſion of our ignorance, than a proud and rafh profeſſion of 
our ſcience inthis point. Nam attingere aliquantum te mente Denm, mag- 
na beatituds eft ; comprehendere autem onninoimpoſiibile « It isa great hap= 
pineffe for finfull and morrall man, to be able ro artaine ro ſome ſmall 
glimpſe and ſmackering of knowledge concerning the immortal God; 
bur ro comprehend him rthroughly, it is alcogether impoſlible. And 
therefore it is dangerous for the feeblebraine of man to wade farre in- 
to the ſecrer depths of the Majeſtic of the moſt high God ; whom al- 
though to know be life z and joy to make mention of his Name: yer 
our foundeſt knowledge is to know, that we know him notas indeed 
he is, neither can know him ; our ſafeſt eloquence concerning him, is 
our filence; when wee confeſſe with one confeflion, that his glory is 
inexplicable, his greatnefſe above our capacity and reach. He is above, 
and wee wpon earth : therefore it behooverh our words concerning 
him to be wary and few. For whoſoever ſhall goe abour re fearch in- 
to the ſecrets and eſſence of God; opprimetrrr 4 gloria; ſhall be a 
| Re D e 


Ser.38, fe 
di4,n0n eft Dems : When we ſpeake of God, it is no marvell if we doe verbis | 
not underſtand;for if the beſt of humanecapacity and properties, whe- 293 
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ded by the glory of it, as the vulgar Latine reades it, Prov. 25. 27. fo 
that feare and ſhame ſhall be his covering, as elſe-where. And there. 
fore to ſuch curious ſearchers, who to gerthemſclves a name above 0- 
ther men, will ſeeme to be wiſe as Ged, nay, beyond Ged, and become 
his counſellers, Icommend the ſage advice of Feſws the ſonne, of Sy- 
racke, Seeke not out the things that are roo hard for thee; neither 
ſearch the rhings rhat are above thy firengrh;bur what is commanded 
thee, thinke thereupon with reverence, &c. Ecclas. 5. abour rhe 2x and 
22 verſes; ſee that which followes, the place is excellent to this pur- 
poſe. For bchold, God is greatand excellent, and we know him not, 
faich Elitr, Job 36.26. Tncompreben fihilif 'copitatu 4 ont very thoughts 
cannot comprehend him, as the vulgarLatine makes Terqmic toſpeake, 
Tr.32:19. No but his very wayes are-paſt-finding out 3 asS. Pad ſaith, 
Rom.11+33. And therefore that we be nor, iHlicite cirioft, unlawfully cu- 
rious, lerusabſtaine from ſearching into ſuch'deptHs and ſecrets con- 
cerning God, as he hath reſerved unto hirmſeltes 1 
Pur yer that we be nor, damnabiliter ingrats, *as'S; Ambroſe ſpeakes, 
condemned for ingratitude ;ler ns uſe our beſt diligence to underſtand 
what God hath revealed of himſelfe, For howſoever the ſecrer things 
belong unto the Lord ; yet things revealed belong unto us and our 
children for ever, faich rhe Scripture, Dem#.2 9.29; Andtherefore ſack 
things weare bound ro know,as well as beleews; neltheycatt'webeig- 
norant of them withoar fin : there being as well fins of ignorance, as 
ot errour and infidelicie : which made the kingly Prophet to pray, De- 
lit: uventutis mee & ignorantias meas ne memineris, as the Latinesreade 
it : 1n our 23. Plal. about the 7. verſe, z. e. Remember nor, Lord, the 
{ins of my youth, nor yet my ignorances. And our Church prayerh 
in the Letany, that it would pleaſe God ro forgive us all our fins, neg- 
ligences, and ignorances; which ſhould never be done, if ignorance 
were nc: reputed and accounted fin. And if ignorance in generall be 
to be ſo eſteemed ; then Ignorance of God much more: which appears 
plainly by char fearfull judgement; which S. Paul threatens, ſaying; 
When the Lord Jeſus ſhall ſhew himſelie fromheaven, wich his migh< 
tie Angels, in flaming fire, rendring vengeance unto them thar doe 
not know God, 2 T efſ.1.8. And David tothe ſame purpoſe ; Powre 
out thy wrath upon rhe heathen, thar have not knowne rhee,Pſzl.7 9.6. 
And therefore howſoever we may not inquire, neither can know, quid 
ft Dens : the quiddirie, as I may fo ſpeake, z. e. the nature and effence 
of God: (of which only the former ſpeeches and paſſages are to be un- 
derſtood:: ) yer gris fit Deus, & qualis, & que ejws voluntas, as Zanchy 
| ſpeakes : 
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ſpeakes; 7. e- who God is, and what -manner of God hee is, and what 


thewill of God is: All theſe we muſt and are bound to know ; neither. 


- we be ignorant of them without great and fearfull fin: (as I aid 
before. 

. F wa quis; who he is, that thereby we may be enabled todiſtinguiſh 
and diſcerne berweene the irue God and falſe gods ; and ſo keepe our 
ſelves wichin the compalle of righrreligian,by rving & worſhipping 
only the true God ; and-not fall intothe dangerous downfals either of 
ſuperſticion or idolatry, by worſhipping and ſerving thoſe as gods, 
thatare no gods, contrary to the firſt Command: Thou ſhalr have none 
other gods bur mee :asS. Paul manifeſtly proves, the Gentiles in the 
rimejof cheir ignorance to have done, ſaying, That even then, when 
they knew not Gad,they did fervice unto them, which by nature are+ 
no gods, Gal.4.8. No gods indeed. Nay, ſome ofthem have beene fo 
farre from gods, asthar:rhey were ſcarce good men, but ſuch as were 
defiled, ftupris, libidinibus, adulteriis, aliiſq, enormibus ſeeleribus ; With 
rapes, incelts, adulterics, unnaturall lnfts, and divers other enormons 
wickedneffes : as T ertul/z2n and La ntins have obſerved ; non ex poeta- 
rum ſolun, verumetian phileſophorem ſcriptis ; nor our of the wricings of 
fabulous Poers only, bur alſo of grave and learned Philoſophers. Nay, 
ſome of chem have growyne to ſuch an height of madnefle in this kinde, 
a3 to give divine honour, notonly ro dead men, bur even to inferiour 
creatures alſo; vilſiamis quidem & ab jefiſgimis, even the moſt vile and 
contemptible ; as:ro-oxen, dogs, cats, crocodiles yea, and very mice 
and rats too ; and thar- wich ſuch violence and earneſtneffe, as thar a 
malticade of Agyptians could hardly upon atimebere{trained, nei- 
ther by the command of their owne Governour, nor the feare of rhe 
Roman power, from ruſhing into the houſe, and laying violent hands 


upona certainecitizen, q#z Felemimprudenter occiderat, which by miſe Epiſtola 
adventure only and unawares, bad killed a car, one of their ſuppoſed. te 47d. 


deities :as Gcero is reported by mine Author, ſome where to have. re- 


lated. Others have adored theSunne, Moone, and Starres, together 7h,9/0;. 


with the whole hoaſt of heaven yea, and the very elements alfo : que 
& fatia ſant\& ſenſu.carent, which are not onely creatures thewſelves ; 
but which is more,inſenfible. Nay, ſome ſtooping yet lower, have ta- 
ken the very garden-herbs; as the Garlike,the Onion, and che Leeke, 
into the number of their gods : which gave Invenal occafion to give 
them this jerke inhis Satyrs; ſaying, O ſanGas gentes, quibus has na- 
Jeuntur in bortis Numina : O holy nations, thar have ſuch deities grow- 
ing in their gardens, Bur what need we goe ſo farre from our owne 
, D 2 profeſſion : 
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20 An Expoſitionupon the Apoſtles Creed. 
rofeſſion : when as the divine oracles of trarh yeeld us ſach plenti- 
ll proofes of mns midaeſſ2 in this kiadz :as of Gods owne people 

Lſrael off:ring up ſons and daughters unco Idols, devils ; and wacſhip- 
ping gods mide with hands, as of gold and (ilver, wood and ſtone,and 
the like ; molten, graven, and carved images. For the Smirh (faith rhe 
Propher Eſay ) takech an inftramentand worketh in the coles, and fa- 
ſhionech ic with hammers ; and worketh ic wich the ſtrength of his 
armes,$8c.and the Carpenter ſtretcheth out a line, he faſhionech it with 
a red threed;he planeth it;aad he pourtrayerh ic with che compaſſe,and 
maketh ic after the figure ofa man; and according to the beauty of a 
man, thac it may remaine in the houſe, &c. And all this of a peece of 
wood ; whereof hee barnerh part iathe fire; and upon another parc 
ehereof he eatech fleſh, hee roaſterh the roaſt and is facisficed , alſo hee 
warmeth him(clfe, and faich, Aha, T am warms, I have beene ar thefire, 
And the reſidue thereof hee maketh a god, even his idoll ; hee boweth 
nnto ir, and worſhippeth : and prayerhunco it; and faith,deliver me ; 
For thou art my god, Eſay 44.11,12,16,17, verſes: 


But oh, what gods are theſe? gods void of being ; 
(Save by their hands that ſerve them) gods unſecing. 


New upſtart gods,of yeſterdayes deviſe, 
To menindebted for their deities, 
Gods made with hands; gods wichout life or breath, 
Gods which the ruſt, fire, hammer conquereth. - 
Bur our God's the Lord th'invincible alone : 
The All-ſceing God); theeverlaſting one. 
: As D« Bartss divinely. 
OT ban. 
And thus you ſee, what fearfall and horrible effefs have proceeded 
fromthe want of the knowledge of the true God. To prevent which 
amongſt our ſelves, our firſt and chiefe care ought to be, eſpecially 
finca we profeſſe to beleeye in God, tojoyne to our faith, knowledge, 
andlearne, quis fit Dexs, who this crue God is. | 
Secondly, Qualis; it is neceffarie alſo for us toknow, not onely 
who he is, bur what manner of God he is, of what qualicies, of whac 
 condicions; which isto be done by his attributes, which are ſo ter- 
med, becauſe they are termes or titles truly attribaced and given unto 
him; Ad ipſrom magis bominibus declarandum : that thereby men may 
the betrerand the more cafily(according to their capacities)conceive 
NEE IPALe Wo hoes codes 
| : within; 
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withinhim, or without him. Without him,is hisname only,ſo often 
ſpoken of, and ſo much magnified inmaity places of the Scripture : as 


Exod.9.16. where it is faid of Pharaoh : I have appointed thee to ſhew 


my power in thee, and to declare my name thorowour all che warld. 
And againe : The Lordis a man of warre, hisname is Jehovah, Exed. 
15.3. When they ſhall heare of thy great name, and of chy mightie 
hand, and ſtretched outarme, &c. 1 Reg,3.42. And of the houſe that I 
have built for chy name : ſaith Solomoz, verſ.43. of the ſame chapter. 


Yea, the Lord of Hoſts is his name, faith the Prophec Eſay 51.15. I 


ama great King (faith the ſame Lord of Hoſts) & my name is terrible 
among the Heathen,4421.1, 14. To which purpoſe our Saviour Chriſt 
himſelfe bath ravght us to pray unto Ged, ſaying; Hallowed be thy 
name, Afatth.6.9. Secondly, within him : in oech ſenſe, an atrtri- 
bute of God, Eft divine & ſimplicifiime efſentie, pro diverſa agendi ratio= 
ne, diverſa & vera nobis oxaris, & conceptio expreſs : as mine Author 
ſpeakes : that is, It isa true, bur divers forme or manner of expreſſion 
or appearing of thedivine, and moſt ſimple efſence of God: unto us, 
and our conceir, in regard of irsdivers manner of working and opera- 
tion: asthar hee is true, juſt, merciful, long-ſuffering : yea, fall of 
compaſſion, flow to anger, and of great kindneffe : as David expreſſes 
him, P/al.103.8, That he is powerfull, patient, picifull, loving, libe- 
rall, anda rewarder of them that ſeeke him : as the Apoſtle, Heb. 11.6. 
Thar he is wiſe, ftrong, all-ſufficient, righteous in all his wayes, and 
holy inall his works : as the Palmift, Pſal.145.17, That hee is invi- 
fible, immorrcall, immutable : Imme immenſus Dems, imtra onmia ſed non 
ancluſs ; ff extra omnia ſed non excluſiu : as an ancient Father: thar is, 
A God ſo great and immenſe, as being wirhin all things, yet hee is not 
included or incloſfed ; and withour all things, yet not excluded-or 
hurt our, And that which is yet more, that hee is not all theſe chings 
in the concrete or adjeftive onely ; bur in the abſtra& alſo and the 
ſabſtantive, as Truth ir felfe, Juſtice ir ſelfe, Goodnefle it ſelfe, Love, 
Kindneffe, Mercie, and che like. As if you would abſtra& all, orany 
of theſe from all other things, and conſider ic in ic ſelfe alone : as a 


Dudley 
Fenne!, 
Theoler. . 


man may ſay 3 Bonum bonum, ora good goodnefſe, why this is God, | 


and ſo inallthereſt. All cheſe qualities being indeed ſo effearially, 
and in their Qion in him ; as that they muſt nor, no nor in the 


verieleaſt of our imaginations, and molt retired thoughts, be ſepa- 
rated or divided from him. As for iaſtance, — eſſentia Di ergs 
emnes createrss benefica : Gods goodnefſe is thar effenriall-qualicie in 
kim, whereby hedoth manifeſt 
| = ma * 


of 


his bountie and beneficence w_ 
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all his creatures, making his-$unne. to axiſgon the exill-and rhe good, 
and ſending raine on the juſt. and. unjuſt :;as qur-Saviour himſeclte de 
clares him, /Zat:þ.5.45. which is an effe& only pf his-goodnefſ7, . To 
which purpoſe, you may ſee allo it you pleaſe, 1.1.31. 4.10.-and P/al., . 
34.90. anddivers other paſſages and places in holy Writ ; expreſſing 
the ſame in this large patent. .And-to this.qualizle of {gaodneſſe jn 
Gad, appertaine allo opher qualities reſpeging; his creatures, .ctther 
ſimply as creatures, as his Love and Grace : or a8 wretched creatures 
and in miſerie, as. doth his Mergie.. The love of God firſt, being, Eſer- 
tia Dei omnes creatures immerito diligens ; Such an eſſenciall qualitie in. 
him, as whereby hee ſhewes and expreſſes ſandrie-effe&s of his faid 
love toall-his creatures, even-without their deſert: according to rhae 
of the Apoſtle; When the bounrifulnefſe: and love of, God appeared 
toward man, not by the works of righteouſneſle which we had done, 
&c.T it.3-4. Andthe grace of God next, ſuch anotherefſentiall.qua- 
liciein him, Q#4 omnes creaturas inimerito favet : Whereby hee is fa- 
vourable. and: indulgent rowards-them alſo, though rhey.be ;never ſo 
rebellious rowards him. Which qualitie ot bis, David expreſſes, when, 
he ſaith : Theeyes of all wait upon-thee, ahd thou giveft themmear 
in due ſeaſon : thou. openeli:thy hand, and fillelt all chings living of 
thy good pleaſare:: Pſalc145:15,16. Now this:good pleaſure is no- 
thing elſe, but his gractauſneſſe ;xOward them. ;And whar is; of grace 
is not of works, ſaith: Saing Payl.; Rom. 11,6. And: laſtly; Gods 
mercie is likewiſe an cffenciall quaticie in him ; ua onniemn' creatury- 
rum miſerits aliquo modo ſuecyrrit :. Whereby in one kinde ororher bee 
ſuccours and releeves all his crearures,thar are in wiſerieand diflgefſe, 
according to that in'Exodus; TheLord (trong, mercitul;;and:graci- 
ous,{low to anger,and abnadane in goodnefſe and in truth., reſerving 
mercie for thouſands, forgiving iniquirie, tranigreiſion.and fin, &c. 
Exod.3 4.6. | | 740 
And what hath beene thus ſaid and ſhewed of theſe few, of the at- 
tributes of God, may be. likewiſe proved and affirmed of all bther his 
qualities and: divine properties whatſoever. Which arethings verie 
neceſſirie robe well knewne and underſtood by all'true Chriſtians, 
and ſuch as profeſſe to beleeve in God. For withour this knowledge 
they muſt needsfails; and come ſhortofmany Chriſtian: vertues necef- 
farily required to their ſoules health. As tor example : The:know- 
ledge of his Juſtice-ſexves to bepet in us a fearfulnefis-ro:offend: him, 
andianawftilnefiezand dread of his moſt holy name asalſo to ſtreng- 
then the faith and confidence of the poore afflicted, and ſuch as ſuffer 
| 1d] wrong : 
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' wrong: intharthey know, thatingood-vimethe: Lord will revenge 
their injuries forchein, pap het cauſe them to 
ſee their defireupontheir.enemies, becdufe;heid jult, Tibeknowledge 
of his mercie ſerves to raiſe usup'in hopey thas 4hough wee have 
-commirred ſins, and remaine till full' of weatheſs and infirmicies: 
yer that in time upon our repencanceand amendnenc they (hall befor- 
given us. The kriawledge bf-his tru (erves 20:begeriin-usa lively 
and Redfaft faich' inhis promiſes: and the: knowledgeof hislove, to 
inflame and ſtirre up our love rowards himagaine. Andlaſtly, the 
knowledge of his goodhefſe, kindnefſe, bouncitulneffe,patience,long- 
ſafferins;-forbearance of us, and the like, ſerves to renew many other 
vertnes in us, anſwerableto cach of rheſe qualities in him, which o- 
therwife would he'teady ro langvifhand dyes _bnt eſpecially ro pro- 
cure our graticnde and thankfulnefſe rowardshim, for all ſuch favours, 
as from time rorime he hath in theſe ſeverall kindes conferred and be- 
Rowedupon us: Who indeed defires rather thatwe ſhould thankfully 
fer mmibker ty dr he hath beens unto us, than curiouſly ro affe& what he 
1: *n bin. fo that in'theſe reſpetts and: ſundrie others, which 
mi: ht 4 froken of, you cannot chuſe but ſeeand perceive, how ne- 
ceffirie 4 caing ic is for all crae Beleevers ro know , Onalis fit Deus, 
What manner of Gcd che true God'is, which is the ſecond circum- 
ſtance. , oe OM RR IK ED 
The third and laft followes :-©44 fit ejaw. volunt # + What the 'will 
cf God is. Nowconcernihng this} you ttaft'krowy that in God there 
is ſaidroþe a two-fold will : Voluntas beniplaciti; and Voluntas fignt; 
as the Schovle-men diſtivgniſk' it : that is; thewill of Gods good 
pleaſhre, ard the will 'of the figne of ic 3 or anaritecedenc and 
a confequent will ; bs" {5me-of the Fathers .or 2 omniporent and, 
powerfull will;abd a willfeſfe poweffall.a8 S; fupafthe:: of. an ab- 
{clure will, and a will condirtonall ; as others, All which divifions 


reachns (as a learned Do&or of our owne'Charch harh ire former D+ cover, 


times well obfervetl) that there be parts, ſome revealed, ſome ſecret, 
of that which yer is no more divers or matty,.than iis: poſſible for 
the efſence of the Godhead to be niore than one: nor that he is con- 
crarie in his will, bacchat his willas'yet is nor whollyrevealed, So 
fare hee. Freed PRTS tt, | 


thar maſt not be pried into : the moninraine, «that neicher mannor 


rayes 


| | Sam. 6. 
Now the firſt partof this will, that is, theſecret and reſerved pare, , Fea 
isſbur up within the cloſet of Gods owne ſactedboſome:: 'as the Ark Numb. 4- 
20, 
beaſt may prefime to touch.; the brightſome Sunne; that with the _ 
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24 An Expoſition upon the Apoſtles Creed. * 
rayes of his glorious: luſter, dazles the eyes of curious beholders : 
the way of an Eagle in the aire, and the path of a ſhip in the waters, 
whoſetrack may not beeſpied, nor enquired after ; bur only admired 
and adored afarre off. For of this, hath God pronounced, O homo,tu 
quires ? Rom.g.20. Oman, who art thon thar doeſt, that dareft ran- 
ſack the bowels oftny privie Councels? ſeeing my judgements are 
like a great deepe : as Pal36 6. that is, ſo deepe, ſo bottomleſle, as 
that they are nor to be ſounded or fathomed by thy fhallownefſe. The 
other part of Gods will is open and revealed, divulged and proclai- 
med in a full Courtand afſembly of men and Angels to all the world : 
- and that is his willrevealed in his Word. Andthis challenges and ex- 
ats, both a diſtin knowledge, and an entire obedience ; yea there- 
fore our knowledge, that it may be obeyed : for as affeQed know- 
ledge in the former is dangerous ; fo affeQed igaorance in this latter 
is damnable. | | 

Now then, if we muſt doe this revealed willof God, then likewiſe 
know it, yea and know God too, inandby ir, as well as by his attri- 
bures, or any other his'works whatſoever: otherwiſe without this 
latter, itis impoflible roatraine unto the former. For, ui Dewm ne- 
ſeitis, vias ejus quomods noviftis ſaith S. Ambroſe : If you doe nor 
know God, how can you either knowthe will, or walk in the wayes 
of God? And cherelbic God himſelfe, upon his reconciliation, and 

omiſe of a new covenant with his people Ifrae]), tels them, firſt 
that hee will pat his Law in their inward parts, and write it in their 
hearts: and then asa confirmation of the ſaid covenant, hee addes: 
Thar they ſhould not need $0 bid one another to know the Lord: 
For they fhall all know me (faith hee) from the leaſt of them ro the 

eateſt of them, Jerem, 31.33, 34. which is as much as if hee ſhould 
Rove faid ; That untill men know God, they cannot have his Law 
writtenin their hearts : and ſo neither ſubmic their underſtanding tro 
the belcefe and knowledge of ir, for matter of doftrine ; nor ſubject 
their wils and affe&tions to the obedience and prattice of it in their 
lives & converſations. And thereforefor theſe reaſons beforeexpreſ- 
fed, letus be perſwaded touſe our beſt diligence and endevour to at- 
eaine unto the knowledge of the three former circumftances concer- 
ning God. For thisis life eternall, that menknow thee, the onely true 
God, and whom thou haſt ſent Jeſus Chriſt, faith our' Saviour him- 
ſelfe, 7oþ.17.8. From whence learned Zanchy our Proteſtant Schoole- 
man inferres, that if it be life ro know God, it muſt needs be no lefle 
than death, notrco know him, or to be ignorant of him, 4 

F © 
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- . To conclude then : as\a curjous ſearching. into thoſe ſecrets of 
God, whichare not revealed, ſerveth bur to breed a contempr of thoſe 
things which are'revealed untous;-in regard whereof, ic is greater 

ietiero beleeve them, than ro-ſtrive to know them: ſoon rhe other 
tide, to be abſolutelyeirher ignorant or carelefſe of rhoſe things char 
concerne rs, and which God hath revealed untous, is aplaineevidence 
of our ſloth,' and negligence of our.owne 'falyarion. Ini the former 
whereof, itisnot ſo much to belamented, that wee ſearch and cannot 
comprehend as thar in the latter, wee might comprehend, if wee 
would bur take the painzs to ſearch. For, Qu: querunt invenient : 
They that ſeeke ſhall finge, J{atth.5.7. even theknowledgevf therrue 
Godand of his wayes - «RF 4 La TOR 

Now then God bath revealed and made himſelfe knowne to his 


Churchand children after a-rhree-fold mann«r, viz. Operands, _— | 


d&, Spirando,that is, by his works, words, and Spirit ; by his works in 
the creation, and conſcrvation of the world :'by his Word in his holy 
Scriptures ; by his holy Spiric,.in teſtifying ro our fpirir, by his ſecrer 
workitz and inſpiration in our hcarcs and ſorfes , not onely that hee 
is God, but that he is our God alſo in particular, ſo that wee may and 
muſt relye and depend upon him, and none but him, uponall occaſions 
whatſoever,” . L 3 E03k £513Þ 103 ; 5+ £1662. 2800 

Now theſ@heads are roo Farge and long: to be handled to the full, 
by way of Catechiſme :- and thereforefor chis time, you muſt be fari(- 
ficd wich that, whichthe words of ovr Creed teſtifie, and declare con- 
cerning him; thar is, That he is the Father Almightie, Maker of Hea- 
ven& Earth. Vide AF.17.2 4. And here you ſee,thar the firſt attribute 
ortitle, that is given unto God, is, that he is called Father. I beleeve is 

- God the Father ,$c. And that may be in this place, in atwo-fold reſpe&. 
Firft, inreſpe& of creation; and ſo he is the Father of the world, and 
all char is therein, anJ cherefore hcre is ſubjoyned, Aſker of Heaver 
and Earth : Secondly, in reſpetof naturall generation ; and fo hee is 
the father of Jeſus Chriſt alone. And therefore followesthar, And is 


Teſws Chriſt bus onely Sonne, Concerning the firft, it is ſaid by the Pro- * 


pher, Have:we not alt one Father ? hath notone God created u:; ? Agal. 
2.10. And againe, Ts nor hee thy Father that hath made thee ? Dent. 
32:6. And not onely of man, burof all othcrchings he is ſaid ro be the 
Father by creation, as.inthe booke of 1-5: Whois the father of the 
raine, -or who hath begorten the drops of dew? out of whoſe wombe 
came the ice, or who kath ingrendred rhe froſt of Heaven ? 1b 38, 
28.29. thereby inſinuaring that _ only. is the father of theſethings : 


and 
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and rherefore well may wee ſay, I bekeve in God the Father, But moft 
eſpecially in regard of his naturall facherhood to his Sonne, and our 
Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, whom hedid begert in the womb of erernitie,be- 
fore all worlds, according to that of the Palmift ; Ex utero ante Inci- 

ferum gemni te z, as the Vulgar Latine reads it, P/a.1.10,3, that is, I have 

begorten thee int my womb before the morning light : or inthe words 

of Eſzy, Before the day was, [am.. To which purpoſe S. Auguſtine doth 

here take 'occalion wittily ro obſerve againſt the Arrians: Quod cm 

Dei Parris, noven in confeſſione corgungitur : That when the name of 
Father, is in this Creed and Confeflion of faith, joynedunro the name 
of God : Oftendin,quod nem antea Dexs efſe c@pit & poſtea Pater : fed fine 

ullo initio, & Deus ſempereſt, & Pater eft : Ic (Mes (fair he) thar God 

was not firſt and Fther after, bur chat withour any beginning, even 

from allerernitie, hee was both God and Father: and therefore it is 

ſaid : T beleve in Godthe Father : ſo that when thou heareſt God tiled 

F ather, acknowledge, canfefle, and beleeve, thar he hath a Sonne truly 

begotten ; inr2gard of whom heeis as truly and juſtly called Father, 

as heethat poſſeflech any thing is called an Owner, or hee that rules 
over any thing is called a Lord, So that the word Father inthis place, 
is a word of a deep and ſecret myſterie. The word onely and cruly be- 

ing the Sonne, where God inthis ſenſe is the Father, And therefore 

GithS. Febz; In the begianing was the Word, and the Word was 
with God, and the Word was God, Teb.x.r. God of God, light of 
lighr, verie Gad of vcrie God, begotten of his Fathet before all 
worlds : as the Nicene Creed profeſſ-ch. 

Neither let any be ſo faucie, asto enquire how this Farher could, 
'or did beger this Sonne (as Saint Arugnſtine goes on) ſeeing the verie 
Angels thereofare ignorant : andir is a fecret not revealed to rhe Pro- 
phers. Whence Eſay cries out, Generationem Gus giz enarrabit? Who 
{hall declare his generation? Eſay 53.8. And therefore let irnotenter 
inroour cogitations, how this or that can be eff<&ed, or come to paſſe, 
Þur onely belceve; ſeing the next word tels us, tharGod is Almigh- 
tie: and therefore if hebe Almightie, nothing can be unpoſſibte unto 
him. T beleeve in Ged the Father Almnightie. And that hee is Almightie, 
that is, ableto doe whatſoever he will, yeaand more than hiee will roo, 
Ic ts manifeſt as well by his words as by his works. By his word firſt ; 
25 where he declaresas much of himſelte by his faithfull ſervant Abra- 
bam, ſaying; Tam God all-ſutficient, or Almightie, Gezeſi17.1. And 
againe, Iam Alpha and Omega, thebeginning and theending, faich 

zheLord, which is, and which was, and which is to come, even the 
f Almighrie; 
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Almightie, Revel.2.8. And as his Word thus declares him, in the firſt 
and the laſt books of the fame, and indeed all overit; if nm 
wanting ; ſo his works ſpeake the like of him, even from t 

ginning to the ending of rhe ſame booke, Andin particular, where 
they expreſſe himrto be the Maker of Heaven and Earth: that is, of all 
things the univerſall world dorh conraine, as well above as below; as 
well heavenly at carthly;as well ſpiritual as corporall. Which is cſpe- 
cially in the firſt of Genefis, bur ſeconded and confirmed inmany paſ- 
fages and places of Scripture beſides : as in the Palmes : When I 
behold (faith David) thine heavens, even the works of thy flogers, 
the Moone &the Stars which thou haſt ordained : and how chou haſt 
wade man little lower thaa thy ſelfe,and crowned him wickyglorieand 

-honour ::Thou haft made him ro have dominion over the works of 
thy hands, 8c. P/al8. all over the Palme. To which purpoſe ſeealſo 

As 17.about verſ.24. and{o forward : which made Saint Augaſtine to 
crie out unto him ; Onmipeteris manus tne femper nna & eademy creavit in 

culo Angelos, interrs vermiculos, non ſuperior in illis, now inferior tn iſtis : 

that is, The ſtrength or power of thy hands is omnipotent, yea, and 

alwayes one agd the ſame ; which as it created che glorious Angels in 

heaven, ſo likewiſe the liccle wormes in the earth : neither is ic any 

whir greater inthoſe, or leſſer in theſe: but, Dems it artifexe magnus 

mn magni, ut non fit miner in minimy + Bue his power and might ap- 

pearesas muchin the leaſt, as in the greateſt of his creatures, | 

And this may ſerve firſt to ſtrengthen us in our faith, and ruſt to 
God, and ro make us with the more confidence to have recourſennto 
him, by prayer and ſopplication, becauſe wee know and beleeve that 
he is Almightie : and therefore as the Leaper faid ; Maftcr, if thou 
wilt, thon canſt make mee cleane, Matth.$.2, So we may be ſure, that 
what prontifes of mercie or goodneſſt ſoever the Lord hath made nn- 
to us in his word, he will make good in hisdue time : beeauſe wee be-' 
mot hee which hath promiſed is able ro doeit ; as S. Pawl ſpeakes, 

4+2T, 

Secondly, this teaches us alſo, that as God is able to ſuccour us, and 
providefor ns, becauſe Almightie : fo likewiſe rodefend us, thatno 
enemie, ghoſtly or bodily, is able to prevaile againſt us ro oor deſtru- 
Qion'or confution,: And therefote thatin all our rroubles we part our 
whole ruſt and confidence in him and his mercie, as well for the ſalya- 
tion of our ſoules, as the preſervation of our bodies : this being rhe 
vigorie that overcommerh the world, even our faith, faith S. T-bn, 
I 1.5.44 Andindeed, this is the op and proper fenſe of this _ 
| YL ll. Tb:kev 
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T beleve in Ged the Father Almightie, that.is, 1 doe depend and pur my 
traſt in him : for as S. Auguſtine (whom I nnderrooke ar-the firſt to. 
tollow, eſpecially iathis diſcourſe) hath rightly obſerved, the arti. 
cle doth nor ſay, Creds Deo, cr Credo Derm, but onely Credo in Deum, 
thatis, it doth not ſay, I beleeveGod,or I beleeve thar there is a God: 
bur:onely, Þ b:keeve if God; For to beleeve God,is to beleeve that whar 
God fayes is true, which many wicked men and verie r2probates may 
doe : againe, to beleeve that there is a God, and that hee that made. 
heaven and carch, is that God : Hoc & demones poſſunt : why.even the. 
verie D-vils doe the ſame : Credere-veroit Dam, ſoli noverunt qui dilli- 
grint zYom £ but ro-beleeve in God, they-only know how that Jove him, 
andarebecome the children of God, by the grace of adoprion, and by 
their faith and beleefe in God : and therefore becauſe they doe truly 
and ſincerely love God, they are, emkoldened ro'fay, Thelceve in God 
the Father Almightie, Aaker of Heaven and Earth, &c. \ 

. And hexeIi might take cccafionto ſhew yon, how that in-this little 
Prepolition, Tz, this ſmall word conſiſting of two of the ſinalleſt ler- 
ter, 2, doth confilt the whole ſumme and ſubſtince of our Chriſtian 
Religion. -Tota pictas totuſque Dei cultur atque religie : as Zanchins 
ſpeakerh. Forwho ever did truly and uprightly werſhip and ſerve 
God, but out of truſt in God ? whoeeverdid awfully and filially feare 
God, butbecauſe he did truſt in God? who ever did unfainedly and 
ſincerely love God, but it proceeded from his truſt in God?. who ever 
did make conſcience of his wayengby avoydinganddecliningevill,bur - 
through hope and truſt in God ? whoever wax carcfull to obey God, 
and walk in the waies of God,by a Chriſtian converſation,bat thar he 
did beleeve & truſt in God ? what makes the difference between Sainrs 
and finners, between the reprobate and the righteous, berween Indar 
& Peter,but onlytraſi8& want of truſt in God? wherfare was the world, 
& all thar therein is,at the the firſt created;bur only to make men truſt 
in God 2 Howcame ir by the fall of menand Angels tobe corrupted, 
but onely becauſe they forſooke their truſt in God ? and wherefore 
was it againe redeemed at the laſt, but onely to renew'mens.rruft in 
God? wherefore are all choſe many and manifold blefſings, ſol & poli, 
as well of earth as heaven, conferred and beſtowed upon the children 
of God, bur orely becauſe they truſt in God ? and- wherefore are all 
Gods curſes and heaviejudgements, both of this world and that which 
is ro come, inflited upon the wicked andenemies of God, bur onely: 
becauſe they have r:fuſed rotruſt in God ? would wee then avoyd and 


 eccline the heavie wrath and vengeance: of God, prepared for rhe 


Devill 
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Devillandhis apgels, ler us cruſt inGod;' or would wee be inveſted 
with the gloriousliberty of the ſons of God, and made partakers of 
the plentivusredemprion that is in Chriſt Jeſus : why thenler us truſt 
in God. Credrre Deum,to beleeve that there is a God,cannot doe it ; for 
this the devils doe beleeve, and yer they tremble. Credere Deo, to be- 
leeve that God is juſt andcrue, comes likewiſe ſhort of ir, for this the 
wicked may doe, nay, they ſhall doe, not onely beleeve, bur finde and 1 
feele roo, the truch of Gods judgements and threatnings againſt them | | 
for cheir {ins,to their greater terror and confuſion. But Credere in Deum: bf | 
This lizcle Monoſyllable, In, added to it, only ſhall and cap effeQir. Eli. Bf 
Loe, here then is the lictle cloud thar aroſe our of the ſea, no big-- ll 
ger than a mans hand ;zout of which, notwithſtanding, did fall a great 
raine, 1 Reg.1$. 44, 45 verſes. Loc here is the lictle well, that grew i} | 
inroa great river, and flowed over with greatuaters, Eſiber x0. 6, in 11} I il 
the Apocripba. Loe here nor only the Iliades, but the Odifſes too of ; Il 
Homer ; nay, the workes and writings of the whole world, as well ſa- n | 
cred as  rophane, within the ſhell of a nut: For what good uſe is to. i FF i 
be made of them all,bur only co cauſe men tro truſt inGod ? which ſer-- | > Wh 
vice, if chey doe nor in ſame ſort or other promote and advance for-. [; | 
ward. They ſhall borne in the end.like Rubble, and vaniſh like chaffe , Ha 
beforethe face of the winde, as being lighter than ſmoak or vanitie ic ';': & if 
ſelfe. If chen the Goſpell of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, may. 7 
ficly be counted and called the Compendium. of the whole Bible, and ! 
this the Apoftles Creed, the abridgemenc of the Goſpell : then; like- 
wiſe ourlictle, Tn, here ; may nor untirly be tiled the epirome of rhe 
Creed. For whereas there may be {aid ro betwo-parts of the Creed, . 
viz, Adutierequired, and rewards propoſed for the faichfull diſfatch- 
and performance of the ſaid dutie : This, In, doth fully performe the. - 
dutie, jnbeleeving in the Father, in che Son, and in the Holy Ghoſt ; 
and ſo conſequently, not only intitle us ro, bor inveſt us withthe re-.. 
wards, (and they are rich rewards too) by making us members of the. 
holy Catholike Church, and partakers :of the Communion of Saincs, 
forgivencſi of (ins, reſurreftion of the body, and life everlaſting, And 
thereforz if wee were wont ro wonder, when wee werechildren. and 
ſchaole-boyes, at the dextericie of him, that could wrice the Pater 
zoſter within the compaſſe of a penny{(pardon the lownefle of rhe com« 
pariſon) then much-mor2 may wenow admire the infinite wiſdome 
of God, that could centrive the whole ſubſtance of his owne will,& 
our worſhip, into ſo ſmall a volume as two ſmalllecters ;and yet rhis, 
as you have ſcene,is fully and ar large performed, And this may ſervera 
R i T Þ : checke.. 
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Checke and condemne our dulnefſe,and backwardnefſe in Gods ſervice 
that haviog ſo ſmall a leffon to learne, and to take forch,we are ſolong 
in learning it, and ſo hardly brought to put it in praftice andexecuti- 
on. For-who is there that truly beleeverh and purterh his cruſt in God, 
8s it behoverh a Chriſtianmanto doe? But ſame pur their rruſt in cha- 
riors, and ſome in horſes, as the Scripture fpeakerh : Some in rhe 
ſirengrth oftheir owne armes, and others in the invention of their own 
brajines ; ſome in the fatneſſe of their owne fields,and fertilitie of their 
owne {oyles ; and others intheir owne policies, in their owne paines, 
in ſo much as they offer ſacrifice to their ners, and burne incenſe ro 
rheir yarne ;as the Prophet complaineth of them, Habacrk 1.16. So 
tht we may juſtly take up Davids complaint, and fay : Loe rhefe are 
the men that take nor Ged for their ſtrength, bur rruſt to che multitude 
of their riches, &c.-Pſ#l.52, But theſe are bur vaine things for vaine 
men ro put their traſt in: which made San to proteſt againſt ſach vain 
confidence, ſaying, If I have made gold my hope,or ſaid to the wedge 

of gold, Thou art my confidence, Fob 31. 24. As knowing that, Spe- 

rando pereunt, qui fic ſperant : {ach hypocrites hope hall periſh : as him- 
felfe'may befaid to tranſlite ie, Tob 8; 13. Yea rheir confidence ſhall be 
cutoff, and heir truſt ſhall bebar as che houſe of a Spider : They may 
well leane upontheir houſe, bur ic (hall net ſtand: yea, though they 

hold faſt by it, yet ſhall irnor indure, as there followes, verſes 14,15. 
For curſed isthat man that truſteth in'man, and makerh flefh his arme, 
and with-<draweth his heart from the Lord, Terem.17.5. And therefore 

Salomon adviſeth us to rraft in the Lord with all our heart, and not 

leane ſo much as to our owne wiſdome, Prov. 3. 5. For bleſſed are all 

they, ſaid David, that truſt in him, Pſal.2.12, Which if be ſo (faich 

9. Auften) that they are bleſſed thar truſt inthe Lord : Tunc niſeri ſrent 

qui ak i ſe: They muft needs be wretched and miferable rhar truſt 

only ro themſelves ; as thejuſticiaries, and all that boaſt of their owne 
righteoufheſſe doe. But S, P ax] ſaich, O#z gloriatur, m Domins ghrietur: 

He thac boaſterh, ter him boaſt in the Lord, 1 mw -o wage For as 

S. Anguſtine goes on 2: Nibil in te Deo, niſs quod babes ex Deo, Oc. 

There Col im mah that GG is acceptable unto God ; bur 


that which he hath received from God : and therefore {eeing there is 
no good thing in nin, bue' what he hath received from God : Why - 
doth he glory,asrhough he had nor received it, 1 Cor.4.7. Secing then 
there is nothing in man, whether our ſelvesor others, worthy of our 
eruſt or dependance on him ; let us be perfwaded, as well for the falva- 
tion of our ſoulcs, as the preſervation of our bodies, to take faſt _ 
Q 


IN 


Au Expoſition upon the Apofiles Creed. 3r 
of our former prepoſition, In, and to fay with the holy Apoſtles in 
this place, Credo in Dam &þ%, | at! 70 vs 

I might bemuch more plentifull in uſes on this ſubjet; but thatT 
promiſed and intended brevitie: and therefore this (hall ſuafhce. 


Leather aid well, that there was much Divinitie in Pronounes. And | 


here you ſee, that there is ſome alſo, and tha: not alittle, even in pre- 
poſitions. F CP nl oft | 


_— ——_—— —_—_— ——_— rr ——C 
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 Andun Feſas Chriſt his only Sonne our Lord, &c. 


WW Here we miy firſt obſerve, as I. Anguſtine ſpeaketh, Owonode ix 
Patrem,fic & in Filium credendum eft:That as we are to beleeve 
and put our truſt in God the Father : as I ſhewedunto youthelaft day : 
{© likewiſe are we to doe the like in the Son too. And in Jeſus Chriſt 
hit onely Sonne&c. which ſhewes him v0 be God as well as man,becaufe 
We are £O pur our truſt andbeliefe in none but anly God. And there= 
fore, Si: Dems non ſit F llius, ſed creaturs; nos ergocolendus, nec aderandes ; 
as the Father goes on. If the Son were only man, and not God, hee 
were not to be worſhipped and adored; neither were we to invocate 
andcall upon his Name, no nor yetto beleeve and put our truft in 
him;but being God of the ſubſtance of his Father,asrhe Nicene Creed 
profeflerh: The God-head of the Father, of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghoſt, being all one, the glory equall,rhe Majz(tie coeternall,as Atha- 
nafeus Creed hath it : therefore we muſt worthip this one God in Tri- 
nity, and Trinity in [[nity, neither confoundingrhe Perſons, nor di- 
viding the ſubſtance; andas wefaid, Ibelecvcin God theFather, fo 
likewiſe muſt we ſay, I belzeve in God the Son ; yea, and, in God rhe 
Holy Gholt too : as I may have occafion ro ſhew more at large, if I 
ever come tothe handling of char Article, T beheve in the Holy GboF#, 
' Now this do&rine of beleeving in the Son, andof his God-head, 
and the like, teackes us with the more confidence and boldneffe to re- 
1y anddepend upon him in the marter ofour redemprion,andto have 
recour{eunto himinany our neceſlicies and troubles, whether of 
or ſoule; becauſe he is God,and therefore able ro accomplith andbring 
topalſe wharſvever he hath undercaken, and findes ro bee neceſſiry 
andneedfull for us. And indeed ro whomelle ſhould we goe, as Saint 
Peter faith ; ſeeing he only hath the words of eternal life, Job. 6. 68. 
And thezefore, Come unto me,faith he himlelfe, all yee that are hez- 
| VIC 


P & PE Imp) - 


—- VP "I Tae Ty" 


ik i. 2 * q R 
- 23 = _ ; - _ : Ext - bg a 5 eiwitiheb, ,» "e q = p 
- WREATH o- wot 1 AC 2 6 Ke 7 SR "40 
= ; Fs . — Pg 
3 P,.. 2 - ” -_ =. 
x _ == WW _ ; 


PI n a _—_ 
- ——= _— 


— 


3% An Expoſitionupon the Apoſtles Creed. 
vie laden, and Iwill refreſhyon andeaſeyeu, Metth.rr, $3. Bur this 
doarine and ufe comes ro be handled almnoſt ini every Sermon,” and 
therefore I proceed. © Andi Jeſus Chriſt bis only Sonne our Lord.' Where 
you ſce the next circumſtanceis the-rwo names. of this ſacred Perſon, 
thar we profefſe-roput our truſt ind belcete in, firſt Jeſus,then Chriſt, 
Andix Sefus (rb uh. FS CoM One ITE 
His firſt Name Jeſus, was the name appointed him by the Angell 
G.tbriel, which was Gods meſſenger ſent unto his Mother, the Virgin 
Alry, before hee was conceived in her wombe, Luke 1.31, 32. where 
ic is ſaid by him unto her, Fare not Afary, for thou. haſt tound fa- 
vour wich-Gad : and-behold thow ſhalc-conceive in thy wombe and 
bring forth a Son, and ſhalt call his rame Jeſus : Thercafon alſo of the 
Name being fer downe in Saint Afatthewes Golpell, viz. becaule hee 
ſhall ave his people ſrom their ſins, 4ftth.1.21.-Forthe word indeed 
ſignifierh a Saviour and Deliverer; andtherefore is a name fitly given 


roourLord Chriſt ;.becanſe the worke of our falvation borh from fin 


and puniſhment, is wholly and m_ wrought by him. Wholly, be- 


cauſe, as the Apoſtle faich, He is made unto us of God, Wiſdome, and 


Righrceouſteſle, and Sanftification, yea, and Redemption roo, 1 Cor. 
1-30. And therefore he is ablealfo to ſave chem to theattermoſt, rhit 
come, unto God by him; ſeeing he ever liverh'to make incerceiſion for | 
them, Hebr.7.25.: Yea, and onlytoo: For there isno falration in any 
other, neither any other name under heaven whereby men can b2 fa- 
ved, As 4.12. And therefore he faich of himſ-lfe, I am the way, the 
rruth, and the life, and no man commeth tothe Father but by me,. Toh. 
14.6, So thathe that beleeverh in the Son harheverlifting life ; and hee 
that belzeverh nor the Son, ſhall nor ſee life, bur the wrarhiof God a- 
bidechon him, Toh. 3. 36. Becauſe as there is bur one God, ſo bur one 
Mediatour berwcene God and mcn;the man Chriſt Jeſus, 1 Tim. 2.5. 
So thar he ray juſtly ſay, as in the Propher,T orculzr calcavi fohes, T have 
croden rhe:wine-prefſe alone, and ot all the people there-was none 
with mee, Eſay 63.3. Forhowſveverrhere have beene many: I:fſſes in 
ancient times, as Teſs or T:fbwa the ſon of Nun, Moſes fuccefſour, As 
7.45. Jeſus the ſon of Tyſedecke, Eccles. 49. 12. Teſus the ſon of Syrack, 
Ecclus, $0.27. alſo Teſis, one of Saint Pauls work-fellowes, i called 1a- 
Fs, Goloſſ.4.1.1. And theſe, or ſome of theſe, have hadtheir names a!- 
ſo given them byreafon of ſaving and delivering: yet theirdeliveran- 
ces have no:-beene like this; from which, this I x s u s, the Sonne of 
God, which we profefle here to beleeve in, doth deliver thoſe rhar pur 
their cruſt in him : But their deliverance have beene onely mo , 
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this ſpiritual, theirs temporall ; this ecernall, theirs from bondage, 
flavery,cr ſome preſſures of the body; this from rhe moſt dangerous 
and fearfull fin and ſicknefſe of the ſoule. He ſhall deliver his people 
from their ſins ;#t ſup/4. And therefore as I can never be weary of wri- 
ting or ſpeaking of this ſaving Name Feſi ; but when Ithinke I have 
written and ſpoken enough, could enter inro a new diſcourſe of it, 
and begin againe : ſo be you never weary of ge+ - reading, ard be- 
leeving in it : ſeeing that through this Name, all char beleeve in him 
ſhall receive remiſſicn of their fins, as all the Prophers witneſſe ; as ic 
is aid, AFs 10.43. yea, and rejoyce in it roo; ſaying with Saint Ar- 
guſtine, O Feſitnomen duke, nomen deleabile, nomen comfortans : O how 
{weer, how delightfull, how comfortable is thy ſaving name Jeſus un- 
to mee. For here is fuell indeed co kindle the fire and feed the flame of 
Joy to keepe itever burning on thealtar of our hearts,that we can ſay, 
I beleeve in Jeſs, 3. e. che only Son of God, and Saviour of the world, 
This is char joy, which when we have once truly entertained, no man 

can take from us, as our Saviour himſelte ſaich, Toþ,16.22. wherewith 

compare what pleaſure ſocver, andir is bur griefe ; all ſweer is ſowre 

unto this, and there is nothing that may delight, but ir ſeemes tron- 

bleſome and offenſive in reſpe& of this, as devour S.Bermard hath well 


obſerved. Bur this is odor ſamitatis, faith the Apoſtle, a ſweer ſmelling 


ſavour unto God, Epheſ.5.2. Dulcedo anime & ſanitas ofſium, faith $alo- 
mon, Sweerneſlz ro the ſcule, and healch ro the bones, as Prov,16.24. 
which makes the very lips gratious, and the feer pretious of thoſe that 
bring bur the ridings ot it, faith che Propher, Hel iv oreqmelos in aureggute 
bilam in corde ; As hony ſweet unto the mouth, as melody pleafanc ro 
the eare, anda jubile criumph rorhe heart ; ſo thar, nil caniter ſervigs, 
nil auditur jucunding, nil cogitatur dalcing gram Teſws Dei Filinslaich an 
ancient Hy mne of the Church ; ther2 is nothing ſung thar is ſo ſweer, 
nothing heard that ſo much delighrerh, nothing thought on thar is 
ſo pleaſant as is this che name of J:ſus, the Son of rhe moſt high God. 
And here I might take occafion to ſpeake of the publike rejoycing of 
this rime, for the birch of this our Saviour J-ſus, and ſhew you, as Ley 
faith, how that non fas ct locum: eſſe triſtitie ubi natalis eſt vite, ar the 
comming and birth of lite, there ought ro be no mcurning, as in the 
dayes of dearhno man being {ecluded, excluded fromthe parraking of 
the publike joy of this time : bur that che righreous onghr to rejoyce, 
quia 45 ave ad palmem , becauſe he drawes neere tothe reward of 
his well doing, and the finner may rcjoyce, quiz invitatur ad venian: ; 
becauſe he is offered a pardonfor his ill doing : bur I forbezre ro pro- 
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34 An Expoſition upon the Apoſtles Creed. 
ceed any farther in this way, becauſe ir belongs rather ro the Preacher 
than che Carechiſt rhus to handle ic ; onely before I end this point, I 
am bold ro inyocare this our fweer Saviour, thar propter ſemetipfum erit 
nobis Feſus, even for his owne names ſake he will be pleaſed ro fave us 
from our fins, by granting us ſo much faith and truſt in him, that wee 
may rely wholly upon him, and none bur him, fer the falvation of our 
poore and finſu!l ſoules ; for if we ſhould mifle of him, our bleſſed Sa- 
viour and Redeemer, it were beiter for us a thouſand wayes that wee 
were dogs or tcaJs, than men, for death co them is the end of all rheir 
woe, bur the death of a man wicthour a Saviour, is bur che beginning 
of all his miſery and unhappineſſe, ro endure for ever and ever ; aud 
therefore Jer us ſtill be ſire ro beleeve in Jeſus. 

Andin Teſus Chrift : Where yee ſee that our Saviour, our Deliverer, 
our Mediator and Meflias, is not knowne alrogerher by the name of. Je- 
ſus, buc ſometimes alfo by the name of Chriſt : and therefore Sainr 
Matibew tiles his Booke, The Booke of the Generation of x su s 
CnRris Tr, Matth.1.1. AndS. Paulſaith,that Jeſus Chriſt is come in- 
to the world to fave ſinners, 1 Tim,1.15, Andthe Apoſtles here reach 
us to ſay, I beeevein Teſs Ehriſt, : So that Jeſus may be ſaid to be his 
proper name, and Chriſt his Nomen appelativam, or Sir-name, as Ter- 
zullian ſpeakes;or Jeſus his name of Nature,and Chrift of perſon, place 
or dignity, as other Divines : for asT have ſhewne before, as his name 
Jeſus ſignifies to fave and deliver, intimating his nature fo his name 
Chriſt, fignifies Meſſias, cr Anointed, intimating his Office, whichis 
r5be anointed with the oyle of gladneſſe above his Fellowes, as the 
Palmift ſpeaketh. And therefore Andrew ſaid unto his brother Simor 
concerning him ; we have found the Mefſias, which is by interpretatj- 
on the Chriſt, that is, the Anointed one, 1T».1.41. And the woman of 
Samaria ſaid, I know well thar Meſſ1:s ſhall come, which is called 
Chrift, 7oþ.4.25. Now the reaſon of this name 1s, becauſe as thethree 
greac Officers of the world in former times, viz. King,Prieſt,and Pro- 
pher, were wont to be made by anointing ; ſo hee being tro beare theſe 
three parts in his owne perſon, for the benefit of his Church and cho- 
ſen, was likewiſe ro be anoinred by the Holy Ghoſt, and indeed to be 
called, o Chriſtos, the anointcd, as by way cf excellencie above all thar 
were anointed before him, or ſhould be everafter him. | 

Now if ycu defire proofes that theſe three Officers were conſecrated 
and made by anointing, attend ro that which followes : Firſt, Kings 
were ſo made, for ſo ſaid God ro Samuel, when he had choſen Davidco 
be King, Ariſe, anoitt him, for this is he, 1.$am.,16.12, And ſo Sale- 
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An Expoſition #pon the Apoſtles Creed, 
mom, concerning whom, his Father David faid; Ter Zadock the Prieſt; 
and Nathan the Propher, anoint him their King over Iſracl, and blow 
yee the trumpet, and fay,God fave King Salon, 1 King.1.34. And in- 
deed the firſt King of all that Nation Sa#l himſelfe was fo ordained, 
as it is ſaid, That Samwel tooke a violl of oyle and powred it upon his 
head, and kifſed him and faid, is it not becauſe the Lord hath anoinred 
thee ro be capraine over his inheritance? 1 $2#,,10.1, Thus much for 
Kings. | | 

= [APY Prieſts were alfo ſo made, for God commanded Aſoſes to 
confecrace Azrox to that Office, ſaying, Thou ſhalt take the atwin- 
ting oyle, and powre it upon his head,and anoint him, Exo4.29.7. And 
in the rhird Chapter about che 23. verſe, it is fhewed how that anoin- 
ting oyle ſhould be made too, even of princifall and coſtly ſpices, at is 
there to be ſcene: And therctore Did cals it the precious oyntment 
upon the head, rhar ran downe upon the beard, even Aaroxs beard, 
and went downe to the skirts of his clothing, P/al.133. 2. 

Thirdly, Prophets likewiſe, and E!iſpa the ſon of Shzpbe? (halt chou 
anoint to bea Prophet inthy roome, 1 Reg.1 9.15, And therefore ſaich 
D-vid, Touch nor wine anointed, and doe my Prophers no harme, 
Pſ:1. 105.15. So-that oerLord and Saviour J-ſas Chriſt bing to be- 
come a'l theſe unto us, and thitafter a moce- excellent manner hee is 
call:d che Chrift,or anointed, 1s I ſaid before ; For God;even his owne 
God hathanointed him with the oyle of gladneſſe above kis fellowes, 
ſuich David, Pſ.45.7. yea, even above them, for their offices laſted 


only during thetime of this life, andin ſome of them nor ſo long;bur. 


Chritt is anointed to be aneverlaſting King, Prieſt and Propher over 
his Church, even for ever andever. A King firſt roprore& us, {5 fairh 
Did, T have ſet my King upon my holy hill of Sion, Pſa1.2.6.for the 
Lord ſhall give him the Throne of his Father Davza, and hee ſhall 
reigne over the houſe of Tacob for ever,and ofhis Kingdome there ſhall 
benoend, Leke 1.32, 33. For all power is given amo mee both in 
heavenand in earth, faich he himſelte, 2:2.28.18. Secondly, a Prieſt, 
to offer up even himſelfe a ſacrifice upon the Crofle for onr fins ; asin 
the Plalme, The Lord hath ſworne and will not repent, Thou arc a 
Prielt for ever afcer the order of Melchiſedecke, Pſal.1 10,4. yea, becauſe 
he continaeth for ever, he hath an nnchangeable Prieſthood, Heb. 7. 
24. who needeth not daily, vthoſe high Prieſts, ro offer up ſacrifice 
for his owne fins firſt, and then for the people, for this hee dit] once 
whenhe offered up himſelte, as there followes verſe 27. ſee alfdrhe 
ninth Chaprcrof the ſame Booke,to the ſame purpoſe, verſ{,24,25; &c. 
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36 An Expoſition upon the Apoſtles Creed. 
And thirdly, a Prophet, ro teach and inftrutus in the way of godli= 
nefſe arid ſalvation, for of him was it ſaid, I will raiſe them upa Pro- 
pher among their brerhren like unto rhee,and I will put my words in- 
ro his mouth, and unto him ſhall th:y hearken, Dem. 18. 15,18, Yea, 
the Spiric of the Lord is upon mee, (aith the Pcopher Eſay of him, be- 
cauſe he hath anoinred me to preach good ridings to the meek,ro bind 
up the broken hearred, Eſay 61. 1. And therefore ic is likewile ſaid of 
him, This is my beloved Son in whom I am well pleaſed, heare yce 
him, Matth.17.5. And therefore ſeeing he is thus anointed to become 
all theſe things unro us, ler us fairhfully beleeve and pur our ruſt in 
him,in this anointed one, and we alſo inan inlarged ſenſe ſhall be made 
with him,and by him,ſpiricuall Kings,Prieſts and Prophets our ſelves, 
for he being Princeof rhe Kings of the earch, andloving us, and wa- 
 ſhing us from our ſins in his bloud, hath made us alſo Kings and Prieſts 
unto God his Father, Revel. 1.5, 6, verſes. Firſt, Kings to bearerule 
over our owne hearts, and to maſter our owne rebellious thoughts, 
wils, and aft-&ions, rhat fo (11 may not reigne in our mortall bodies, 
nor we obey ir in the Juſts thereof, as Saint Pax! ſpeakerh, Rom. 6. 12, 
but as kings and conquerours may fght a good fight, and overcome 
thecorruptions ofourowne hearts, that wirhour reſiſtance will in 
the end deſtroy our ſoules. Secondly, Prieſts to offer up to God many 
ſpirituall facrifices ; As firſt of Prayer, for ſo faich David, Let my 
prayer bedirefted in thy ſight as incenſe, and the lifting up of mine 
hands as an evening ſacrifice, Pſal.141. 2. Secondly, of thankſgiving, 
as the Apoſile, Letus therefore by him offer rhe facrifice of praiſe al- 
wayes to God, thar is, the fruir of rhe Jips, Hebr.13.15. Thirdly, of 
Almes, which is an acceptable ſacrifice,and pleaſing unto God ; as the 
fame Apoſtle affirmeth in the very next verſe, viz. 16. And therefore 
S. Paul elſe-where calleth an offering and contribution of the Saints, 
an odour that ſmelleth ſweer, and a pleaſant and acceprable ſacrifice 
unto Ged alſo, Ph1.4.18. Fburthly, of broken and contrite hearts 
and ſoules unto the Lord, which, as David faith, are ſacrifices unto 
God, ſuch as he will not deſpiſe, P/«. 51.17, Andlaſtly, to offer up 
our whole ſoules and bodies to the ſervice of God, as $. Paxl exhor- 
reth, ſaying, I beſeech you therefore brethren by the mercies of God, 
that you give upyour bodies aliving facrificeholy and acceptable un- 
to God, which is your reaſonable ſerving of God, Row. 12.1,And after 
wehave thus beene Prieſts in offcring up all theſe pleaſing and accepte- 
ble acrifices unto God; we ſhall in thelaft place become Prophees alſo 
in applying that knowledge wee have to the benetic and goodof 0- 
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others, as S. Peter was commanded, when hee was converted himſclfe 
ro ſtrengthen his brethren, Luk,22.32, 7 

And therefore ſeeing wee have all theſe great and ſpeciall benefics 
and bleſſings by this anoynred one Chriſt Jeſus, ler us comforc our 
ſelves, and rejoycein this name too; accouating ir the greatelt honour 
untous, thar could befall us, robecalled and tiled Chriſtians accor- 
ding to ir, for what is that elſe but anoynced ones, thar is, men fer a- 
part and conſecrated to theſe high and honourable cffices in the 
Church of God before expreſſed. And therefore ler us be ſure to car- 
ric our ſelves inour lives and converſations an{werable to this name 
by our carefull performance of theformer duries, leſt otherwiſe ir be 
ſaid of usas of the Church of Sardis ; Thou haſt a name that rhou li- 
veſt, but thou art dead, Revel. 3. rx. Burif wee walke worthy of this 


' name, which we have taken upon us, why then we have great cauſe to 


comfort our ſelves and rejoyce in ir, as Theod»ſaus the- Emperourdid, 
who thanked God more for that hee was a Chriltian, than for chat hee 
was an Emperour ; becauſe (as he ſaid) the glorie which he had by the 
one would vaniſh, bur the benefirs he enjoyedby the other, hee knew 
would continue for ever : and this ſufficeth for the two names, as they 
are diſtinguiſhed, firſt Jeſus, then Chriſt, 

One obſervation more from them, as they are conjoyned, and then 
T have done, andthacr ſtall be this, thae Feſi is an Hebrew, and Chr 
aGrecke name, which may intimate unco vs, thathee came into the 
world, as well robe a light unto the Gentiles, as ro be the glorie of 
his peopleIſracl, as old Simeon prophefied of him in his Nunc dintze, 
Luk2.32. The Greeke name Chriit belonging ro the Gentiles, and 
the Hebrew name Zeſus ro _ : ſo that now all nations may 
challenge an intereſt in the worlds Aefiz, none excluded, none ex- 
empred : for the whole world of people were anciently divided, bur 
into theſe two namesand nations, of Jewes and Gentiles, They only 
being termed Jewes, which were of the ſeed of Abrabam ; and all na- 
tionselſe, that derivednor their pedigree fromthis line, were called 
and accounted by a more generall name, Gentiles ; as might be plenti- 
fally proved out of many paſſages of the holy Scriptures, if it were a 


thing tobe'donbred or queſtioned: Now then (I ay)in that the Adeſ= * 


fias being borne of Jewiſh parenrs a1d kindred, according to the fleſh, 
had yet a Gente name conferred -and beſtowed upon him, it ſhewes 
plaioly (his verie names ſignificantly ſpeaking ſo much) that hee is 


come to bea Saviour and Redeemer -unroall nations, evento rhe one- 


as-well as to the other, ro the Gentile as well as to the Jew, bringing 
F 3 falvation, 
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38 As Expoſition uponthe Apoſiles Cyeed. 

ſalvation with himunto all men, as S. Pal ſpeaketh, T7 #.2.11. which' 
was verie happie-and welcome newes brought into the world ar the 
incarnation and birth of Chriſt : for before this rime; the golden fcep- 
ter of grace was not ſtretched forthto all nations,nor ro all countries, 
nor che Chancerie Court of mercic holden generally in all che world, 
bur in a corner as it were, and in one family or kindred of the Jewes 
alone, till che fulneſfſe of time came, in which rhis Jeſus Chriſt was 
conceived of the Holy Ghoft , and borne of the Virgine are : 

for from rhe calling of Abrabam out of Urre of the Caldees, it 

was onely in that one family, increaling ſometimes in Canaan, 
ſomerimes in Fgypt, ſomerimes in the wildernefle travelling ; and 
Lift of all, in Canaan againe ſertled, where it grew rill it had filled 

indeed that whole land: but yer (till ic was confined within thar 

ation and people of the Jewes, and within that little Ki:gdome 
of Canaan ( which was ſcarce an handtull in reſpge& of rhe whole 

world) whoſe Metropolitan Cicie was Jeruſalem, the glorie and 

joy for the time of the whole earch; for there it pleaſed the grear 
King of heaven and e:rch ro refide onely, and ro keep his Court : 
therefore is Jeruſalem called the Citie of the great King, ſo that in 

Jewrie onely is God truly knowne and worthipped; at Salem was his 

Tabernacle,and his dwelling ar Sior,rhe place which he had choſento 
put his name there during all which cime cheGentiles, that is, all na- 

tions, except the foreſaid Jewes or Iſraelites, were not inany generall 
account the people of God, but were parted from them wich a wallof 
ſeparation, Gtrangers &aliens from the Common-wealth of Iſrael, and 
Covenants of Grace made with Abraham onely and his ſeed, ſuffered 
to live in the (infull tate of their inbred corrvprions, to walke in the 
blindneſke of rheir darkened underſtandings, withour the knowledge 
of his Law,withourtall faving knowledge of hiwſelte,withour Chriſt 
the ground of hope, our of the Church the place of hope, wichout 
the Covenant the reaſon alſo of all our hope and beleeving. avs mm 
hoc mundo, without God inrhis preſcar world, barbarous and bruiriſh, 
both in their minds and manners, as the Apoſtle drawes their chara- 
Cer, Epheſ. 2.12. 

Bur Beloved, there was a fulneſle of time ſet in the determined 
counſell of God, when this particion-wall ſhould be broken downe, 
and they ſhould againe become #traqre nnwm, borh Nations ſhould be 
made one, and the deſpiſed Gentiles, as well asthe Jewes, bereceived 
into grace and mercie by a new Covenant : For I will call chem my 
people which were not my people, and herbeloved which was not 

beloved, 
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beloved, fairh God by his Propher, Hoſc2.23. Yea, the people thar 
walked in darknefle have ſeene a great lighr ; they that dwellin the 
Lind of the ſhadow of death, upon chem hath the light ſhined, faich 
another Propher, viz, Eſay 9. 2. and to ſhew what light hee meanes, 
he ſubjoynes within a few verſes after , Tous achildis borne, tous a 
Sonne is given, &c. verſ.6. So that this was from everlaſting decreed, 
tharas Goddivided all Nations ont of one root, the firit Adam, fo ro 
gather chemagaine under one head, Chritt the ſecond Adm : that as 
by char one man came death over all,by a narurall propagation ; ſo by 
this one, life and righteouſnefſe might abound co all by a ſpiricuall 
regeneration. | | 

And the accompliſhment of this decree is nowin theſe dayes and 
times of rhe Goſpell, wherein our Jeſus Chriſt hath beene conceived 
of the Holy Ghoſt, and borne of the Virgin Marie ; fornow (as the 
former Propher Eſay foretold) may the Gentiles flock and gather unto 
God fromall Cuatts and Nations be they never fo barbarous, never ſo 
ſavage, theflocks of Kedar, the Rams of Nebayoth, the Iles and ſhips 
of the Ocean, thall bring their ſonnesand daughters from farre, and 
they ſhall come night andday, thick as a cloud, and as Pigeons abour 
their windowes, Eſay 60. For behold now the holy Cirie,new Jeruſa- 
l:mis come downe ourof Heaven, and the Tabernacle of God is wich 
men (mn in generall) and he will dwell with chem, Revel.21.2,3. and 
heaven isafter a ſort on earth, by the preſence of God inhis Church 
inthe miniſterie of the Goſpell. And this Citie of Godis builr foure> 

{quare, where the grear King keeperh his Court of grace with open 
gares vighrand day, rowards the forre coaſts & corners of the world, 
holding forth the golden ſcepter daily, toinviteall rhat will come,& 
welcome all that doe come, of all kindreds,ofall nations whatſoever : 
Which latitude and extenr of Chriſts ſaving grace, as it was well and 
witrily obſerved by S. Cyprian, to be implyed in his name of the ſe> 
cond Adm ; the Greekeletrers whereof doe ſeverally ſtgnifie all che 
quarters of theearth, as A, Arann, the Eaſt z &, Av7un, or 4v7%5, the 
Weſt; A, Az/©>, rhe North ; M, Memmuswa, the South: fo likewiſe 
may ir be raifed, and that not anfictingly, neither from his two uſu- 

all and ordinarie names here ſpoken of in the Creed, Jeſus Chriſt : 

F:ſi ſpeaking hima Saviour to the Jewes, and Chriſt Anoynced alſo 

forthe Gentiles. 

Well then, ro draw rowards an end of rhis point,let us now behold 
how true it is (ycaandever was, but yetnow it appeareth more than 
ever) that there is-no reſpect of perſons with God, bur in everic na» 


tion 
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tion they that feare him, and worke righteouſneſſe, areaccepted with 
bim, as S. Peter ſaid, Ads 10.34,35. for in Jeſus Chriſt, neither cir- 
cumciiion, nor unctrcumciſion availerh any thing, bur a new creature: 
T r0s T iriuſquemibi nullo diſcrimine agetur : ſaich the Poet, 
Neither Jew nor Grecian, bend nor free, male nor female, Barbarian 
nor Scythian, bur they areall one in Chrilt Jeſus, as S. Paul faith, Gal. 
3.28, Asthe river Nilus, running bur within his owne ſeven chan- 
nels, moyſtens bur his owne banks, and the things thar grow thereon 
bur — the countrey at certaine ſeaſons, makes rhe whole 
land of Agypr fruitfull as the garden of God: fo the flouds of grace 
once flowing, eſpecially within the land of Canaan, made that onely 
the fruirfull land flowing with milke and honey, as the Scripture 
ſpeakerh of ir. Bur as God once in ſevere judgemenr and truth, ope- 
ned the windowes of Heaven, and rained downe a floud, that drow- 
ned and deſtroyed the whole world, except eight perſons, Noah and 
his family : ſo in this laft age, wherein the everlaſting Goſpell is ſenr 
toall nations, God hath in mercie and truth opened the windowes of 
Heaven, once more to raine downe that ſhowre of grace, that ſhall 
fave all the world, except ſuch as have builc themſelves a Babel, and 


F-4 


excloſed themſelves wilfully wichin the wals of their owne works, 
that theſe waters of grace may not come at them ;-for ſurely there is 
ſalvation neare all them that feare him (faith the Scriptare) that fal- 
vation may dwell in our land, yea, in all lands that this wide world 
containes, Was there ever then ſach a golden age and world, as the 
Poets conceited and deſcribed ; 


Flumina jam laftis, jam flumina Ne&aris ibant, 
Flavaque d: ride ſtillabant ilice meBa. 

When as flovds of milke and NeQar flowed ineverie ftreer, in everic 

channel]. Why ſurely ſuch have beene the poericall iftionsand con- 
ceits, whereas we have Prophe: icall truths, fore-ſpeaking far greater 
happineſſe under the Goſpell of God, and the Kingdome of Chrilt, 

when Cfiriſt himſelfe ſha]l bethe Shepherd of his people, ro lead them 
in the paths of righreouſneſſe, that he may make them reſt in the freſh 
paſtures by the ſill waters, P/21.23.1,2. Yea, when with joy all nati- 
ons ſhall draw water our of the wels of ſalvation, as Eſay 12.3. And 
therefore for uſe and concluſion, Be joyfull in the Lordall yee lands, 
ſerve him with gladneſſe, and come before his preſence with a ſong, 
Pſal.100.1. For now we that were no better tF an dogs before, may at 
the laſt feed on the crums that fall from our Maſters table, and we rhar 
have beene ruled but withan iron rod inthe time of the Law, able to 


4 breake 


breake all thekingdomes of the carth to powder, have now thegolden 
ſceprer of grace ftrerched out over us, to guide us thorow the paths 
of rightcouſheſſe in this world,unto the land ofeverlaſting happineſle 
in the world ro come. And therefore ler us praiſe the Lord all wee 
Heathens, and fing unto him all we nations, becauſe Jeſus Chriſt, thac 
is, the Anoynred Saviour as well ro us Gentiles, as to the Jewes, is 
conceived by the Holy Ghoſt, and borne of the Virgin 4Zarie : and 
this ſufficeth for his two names Teſus Chriſt, | 

It followeth : His only Sorne or Lord. Where you ſee, that everie 
good Chriſtian profcfſes to beleeve, how thar Jeſus Chriſt is firſt the 
Sonneof God : ſecondly, his onely Son : and thirdly, our Lord: of 
theſe inorder. And firſt of the firſt, bis Sonne, Firſt, he is the Sonne of 
God, which when you heare,Beloved,you muſt rake heed that you doe 
not underſtand it onely as he was man, conceived by the Holy Ghoſt, 
and borne of the Virgin arie , as followes afterward to be handled 
in the deſcriprionof his manhood, when we ſhall come to thoſe arti- 


cles; for ſo heis uſually Riled the Sonne of man, as well as of God, but 


here he isto be belceved the Sonne of God fromthe beginning, before 
ever he became man, or ever man was, or indeed before the world was. 
A Sonne, Oi nen in temperibus eſſe cupit, ſed ante ſettle ſempiternns, in- 
eomprebenſibiliter a patre genitus ; as Cyril ſpeakes: Which had not his 
beginning in tranfitorie and fleeting time,but was begotten by his Fa- 
ther before all worlds, as- ic is in the Nicene Creed ; God of God, 
light of light, verie God of verie God, begotten, not made, being of 
one ſut ſtance with the Father,by whom all things were made, as there 
fo)lowes: ſothat asthe Father isercrcall,fo is the Sonne eternall coo, 
as faith Lthanaſis in his Creed, 

Now if any ſhould be inquiſitive to know, ©omods aternns ater- 
21m, as S. Auguſtine ſpeakes, how one erernall ſhould beger another; 
ſeeing according to our niturall reaſon, that which begers is before 
that which is begotten ; I might anſwer, as in my former Catechiſme 
about the name of Father, Generationem e5#s quiz enarrabit ? Who ſhall 
declare his generation? Eſ2y 5 7.8. ſeeing the Angels thereofare igno- 
rant, and it is unknowneto the Prophets, and therefore, Non a zobzz 
diſcutiendum, ſed credendum, as S. Auguſtine :Tt is rather tobe belceved, 
than diſputed or inquired into too farre : bur yer becauſe the Lord 
hath given ns many carchly compariſons, both in his word and works, 
by which: wee may make ſome reſemblances, and atraine unto ſeme 
glimpſe of knowledge in thoſe rhings that are heavenly: therefore 
with the fame Father wee will exprefle it, as plainly as wecan to your 
1. G | appre- 
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gecding from the orher two, makeththe perſon of the Holy Ghoſt : {6 


42 Ln Evpoſition upox the Apoſtles Crerd. 
apxrehenfion and conceit, entreating you with him, that if there be 
any thing that you cannar chorowly and plainly underſtand, thar yer 
you would bcleeve, conſidering, as the Prophet faith, That untill you 
beleeve you cannot underſtand, as S, Auguſtine reads its Efay 7. 9. Ine 
telleftxs enim eft merces fidei y a$ he furcher faith, Underſtanding is the 
reward of faith: and therefore ſeeke not to underſtand , that rhoy 
maycſt beleeve; bur beleeve firſt, thar thou rayeſt underſtand after. 
ward, Nay, thou ſhale underſtand, if chou firmly beleeveſt, if notin 
this life, yer in thar which is tocome, when thou ſhalt fee face ro face, 
and know as thou art knowne. 
Well then, Quomeds eternxs atemum ? fayeſt thou, How doth one 
ererna]l beger another ? $. Auguſtine ſhall anſiver for mee, Ouomods 


| flamma tewporalis generat lucem temporalem : Even as a temporall flame or 


firedoth beger a rewporall lighr, where the begorren light is coequall 
in time tothe begerting flame, neither being before nor after other : 
ſo that where there isa Fame, you may be boldto ſay there is light, 
and where you ſee ſuch alighr, there you may be ſure is alſo 2 flame or 
fire : ſo that, Fx quoincipit flamma, ex ills incipit hex : Looke where the 
flame begins, then alſo the light even art thar verie inſtant of rime. 
And therefore as S. Auguſtine goes on, Da mihi lammam ſine luce, & ds 
tibi Deum Patrem fine Filio : Shew mee a flame wichour light, and} 
will beleeve thar God the Farher may have a time to be withoura 
Sonne, but notelfe ; bur as che light from irs verie firſt beginning be- 
gets ſhining, ſo God the Father from all eternirie hath begor this Son, 
which in ſome places of the holy Scripture is called the Word of 
God: Inthe beginning was the Word, andthe Word was God, &c. 
F-h.1.1. 1n other places, S.pientia Patris, The wiſdome of the Father, 
as 4.11.49. Sometimes Yius & potentia Dei,T he vertueand power 
of the Lord: other rimes, Brachiunm & fortitmdo Domzsi, The arme + 
and ſtrength of the Lord: and thelike. All which ſhew him to have 
his veric efſence and being with and from God, from theverie begir- 
ning of eternicie, even before all rimes, inthis onely to be diſtingvi- 
{hed from the Faiher, that the Father is of none, whereastheSonne is 
of the Father, and the Holy Ghoſt is from them both, being bur one 
God, howſoever three perfons: ſo that as learned Mr. Hooker faith ; 
The ſubſtance of God, with this propercie tobe of none, dathmake 
the perſon of the Father, the verie ſelfe-ſame ſubſtance in number, 
with this propertie tobe of the Father, maketh the perſon of che 
Sonne; the ſameſubſtance having added unto it the propertic of pro+ 


that 


thar howſoevar in the God-head there be three perfons, yet wee ac- 
knowledge but one God for the Father is God, the Sonne God, 
and'the Holy Ghoſt God, and yer not three Gods bur one God, as 
Athanaſtus in his Creed : and therefore this one God,howſoever bur 
one in ſiibſtance and efſence, when hee was to make man, feemes ro di- 
Rtinguiſh himfclfe into perſons, by faying within himſelfe, Let us 
make man in our image, according to our likenefſe, Ger. 1.26, in whioh 
words, and thoſe immediately going before, Er divinitatis mnitas & 
>perſonarum pluralit as aperte oſtenditur ; The unirie of the God-head and 

| litic of perſons is plainly andevidently fhewne : For whereas 
Next werds before arz, And God faw that it was good ; he pre- 
ſently added,faying, Lerus make man, &c. which adding of a verb of 
the plarall namber co 2 noune of the ſingular rumber, ſhewes plainly 
as well a pluralirie of perſons, as ſfingularicie of eſſence in the God- 
head. And fo likewiſe doe the rwo nounes of the ſingular number, 
image,and Similicude, ſhewevidently, Non in Dev efſe plura exempleria, 
That there are not in God more patternes and ſamples'to be reſembled 
than one, according ro ths image and ſ;militnde whereof man was 
made ; but adding a pronoune of the plurall number to theſe naunes 
of che fihzular, as cur image, and our fimilitude, it clearely demon- 
firates a pluralitie of perſons, as well as the other did but one God; 
for if there were bur cne perſon, asthe heretique $.be2izr would in- 
ferre, he had nor faid our image, but mine ; nor our {ikeneſfe, bur only 
my likeneſſe. - 

The ſame likewiſe, viz. the pluralicie of perſons in rhe God-head,is 
further proved in another place of the fame booke of Geneſis,and thar 
ischap.19. verf.24. whereir is ſaid, Then the Lord rained upon So- 
dome and Gomorrt.a brimftone and fire from the Lord out of heaven: 
now if there were but one perſon in the God-head, what Lord ſhould 
chis be that ſhould thus ratnefire and brimſtone fromthe Lord ; but 
Lord being twice nimed, it doth plainly fhew the Sonre to be hee thar 
rained; Duoniemd Patre genitus, Becauſe he is begotten of his Father. 
And the Father to be him from whomhee rained, becauſe hee is nor 4 
Domino ſed ingenitres, nor from the Lord being unbegotcen z bur rhe 
Lord raining from the Lord, muft nzeds he rhe Sonne from the Father, 
who 4 qn0 habet eſſe ab io habet & operrri,, tooke from whom hee harh 
his eſſence, from himalſo hee harh his operation ; and rhereforeir is 
faid, that by him were a!l rhings made, Th. 1.3. And yer forcher, Ego 
& Paterumm ſrngys, Tand my Father are one, (zich Chriſt timſcke, 
T-h.10.30. And againe, thists life erernz?, to know thee to be che 
2 3 onely 
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onely true God, and whom thou haſt ſenr, Jeſus Chriſt, Th,17,3.both 
whicl places ſhew plainly a pluralicie ot perſons, though but one 
God, Bur you will ſay, that howſoever theſe places and the like may 
be ſufficient to prove a Dualirie, or that there are two perſons in the 
God-head, as Father and Sonne, yet they doe nor prove a Trinicie, or 
that there are three perſons in che ſame, as we are farther taught to be= 
leeve ; and therefore you defire proofe of this alſo, for the berter 
ſtrengchening of yourfaich in thac pint, which 1 am content ro yeeld 
unto, though ir were more proper when wee ſhall come tothar article, 
of belceving inthe thirdperſon of this bleſſed Trinitie, thar is, the 
Holy Ghoſt, 

Bur if this be ſufficiently proved, now that labour may be ſpared, 
then hearken therefore for you farther farisfaion in this point, to 
that which followes : when 4braham fate in his tent doore in rhe 
plaine of Marre, in the heat of the day, icis ſaid, that the Lord ap- 
peared unto him, and helifc up his eyes and looked, and loe three men 
ftood by him, and when hee ſaw them, heeran ro meec them from the 
tent doore, and bowed himſelfe to the ground, and he faid ; Lord, if 
T have now found favour in thy ſight, goe not I pray thee from thy 
ſervant, Gen.18.1,2,3, Here you ſee three appeared, vet Abraham 
ſpeakes bur as to one, ſaying, Lord, and thy, and thee, all in the ſingular 
number. Yea, the Text it ſelfe exprefſeth theſe three tobe bur one 
Lord, ſaying, That the Lord appeared, verſ.1, and yet three appeared, 
verſ.2, 

— ME the Prophet David faich, God even our owne God ſhall 
blefſ- us, God ſhall blefle us, and all che ends of the earth ſhall feare 
him, P/2l.67. ult. where hee names God thrice, to ſhew a Trinitie of 
p<rſons, and then concluderh with, All hall feare him,exprefling theſe 
three perſons tobe notwithſtanding bur one God. | 

Thirdly, the Prophet Eſay, ſpeaking of the Seraphims, praiſing the 
Lord fayes, they did it after this manner, faying, Holy, holy, holy is 
the Lord God of hoſts, the whole world is full of his glorie, E/e.6.3. 
where by crying thrice holy, = derro:ſtcare a Trinitie of perſons, 
and by ſaying Lord God, and his glorie, in the fingular number, they 
declare alſo the [Initie of the ſame; And theſe proofes ſhall ſerve our 
of rhe Old Teſtament: in the new likewiſe we finde ſundrie to the 
fame purpoſe, and we will begin with S. Parlfirſt, who faith, Thar of 
him, and through him, and for him, areall things : to him therefore 
be glorie forever, Amen, Rom.11.u{t. wh:rehaving named him thrice, 
| hee ſhewes the three perſons ; and adding to him, and norto ans 

| glorie, 


glorie, hee likewiſe manifeſtly reaches bur oneGod. And againe, hee 


thewes the Trinicie in another place verie plainly, though nor che _ 


Unitie, viz. when be ſayes, The grace of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and 
the love of God, and the Communion of the Holy Ghoſt be with you 
all, 2 Cor.1 3. uit. where the three perſons are expreſſely named, which 
1s as muchas we looke for at this time, having plentifully proved the 
Unitie before. S. Tobnlikewiſe faith; There are three that beare re- 


cord in heaven, the Father, the Word, and the Holy Ghoſt, and theſe 


three are one, 1 Tob.5 7, where both Trinitie and []nicie are appa- 
rently expreſſed : asalſo in the Revelation, Holy,holy, holy Loxd Gud 
Almighcic, which was, and which is, and which is to come; Revel. 4.58. 


Andlaſtly, our Saviour himſelfe likewiſe to wanifeſt the ſame nnco 


his Church in after ages,commands his Apolſtles,ac his laſt farewel from 
them on earth, ro goe unto all Nations, and to bapriſe them in the 
name ofthe Father, and of the Sonne, and of the Holy Ghoſt, Aatth. 
28. 19. which ſhould never.bave beene done, if theſe rhree Perfons 
had not beene one and the ſame God. Now then to finiſh chis poincyif 
you underſtand theſe chings, givepraiſe and thankes unto God thar 


hath made you capable of ſuch high and hidden myſteries,. by enabling 


you fo to doe, if you doe not underſtand, yer faithfully beleeve, and ir 
may bea meanes to ſave your ſoules: And in perticularforthe preſent 
Arcicle in hand, beleeve the confetton of Saint Peter which hee made 
unto Chriſt himſelfe, demanding of his Diſciples who he was, Simen 
Peter anſwered forall the reſt ; Thou art Chritt rhe Son of rhe living 
God, :tth.16,16. So ſay you every one for himſclfe, I beleeve in Je- 
ſus Chriſt the Son of God. > 
The nexccircumſtance is, that he is wwicas, his enely Son; Ard in 
p/ne Chriſt hs only Son : So that he is to be beleeved nor onely to be 
- his Son, but bis onely Son too, for thus the holy Scriptures declare 
him, and therefore ir is our parts ſo to beleeve him. As firſt, where it 
is faid, The Word was male fleſh, and dwelt amongſt us, and we ſaw 
the glory thereof, as the glory of the only begotten Son of the Father, 
full of race and ruth, 15b.1.14. And againe, No man hach ſeene God 
at any timz, the only begotten Soo, which is in che boſome of the Fa- 
ther, he hath declared him, verſe the tenth of the ſame Chapter. Bur 
it Chriſt be Gods only Son,how then are we alſo called his ſons? will 
you fay unto me, yea, and che Angels likewiſe are termed his children, 
Job 1. 6, To which Ianſwer, that Chriſt is called Gods only Son, be- 
cauſe hz alone is his Son by nature and cternall generation, and none 
bur he ; whercas the Angels are his ſonsbnt by creation, as indeed mw 
G 3 | a 
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45 Ar Expo ins uponthe Apoltler Creed. 
allrhecreaturss of the world beſides, and bis:eletandchofen children 
by a more ſpeciall grace ofredemption andadoptiony as icis ſaid; As 
man 43 received Him; to them he'gave powerto be the ſons of G.::d, 
ever:rochemehir beleeveinhts Name, Th. 1, 12. Andagaine, When 
the tuinetf- of time was come, God (ent foreh his Sor made of a wo- 
mn, arid maſeunder the Law, that he might redeeme them which are 
nnder the Law, that wemight receive the adoprion of fons, Gl. 4. 4, 
5 veries. And therefore, as S. Tobn faith, Behold, what love the Fa- 
rher hath (hewed on vs, that we ſhould be cafted che ſormes of Ged: 
1 To.3.1. Sothar, asT ſay, we areſons indeed by grace and adoprion, 
bat Chriſt is his only 'Son by nature and ererna!! generation, as I faid 

efore, and none buthe., And cherefore micin dicitur, quia nec compara- 
#ionem recipit cum creature, net ſimilitudinem : as S, Auguſte ſpeaerh ; 
Heis called Gods only Son, becaafe there is hneirher compariſon nor 
r-ſemblance berwixr his Sor-ſþip, and thit of thecreatures : He being 
a Son of Gods owne ſubſtance ; for ex ore altif{imi prodrai, Icam? out of 
the month of the moſt high, primegenttes, being the firſt borne. off all 
creatures, as Ecclus. 24.5. and wngenitur, the only begorren Sonnz'of 
God, as before out of Toh.1.18. A Sonrhen begorren,not created; tbr 
of grace, but nature ; before, not in rime, as all the creatures are, and 
therefore an onely Son. Hereupon, himſelfe raking his farewell of his 
Diſciples, Th.20. ( as MF. Hum. Sidenban# hath well obſerved) hee 
ſhewes them this intervallum and diftancehetweene his generation and 
their adoption,in ſaying, I goeto my Father,and your Father, and to 
my God, and your God ; not to our Father, but to mine 2nd yours. 
This ſeparation implies a diverſitie,and fhewes that God is his Father 
indeed,bur our Creator;and therefore he addes,my Godand your Gcd; 
mine,by a privilege of nature ; yours, of grace;min? our ofthe wombe 
(as ir were) ofeverlaſtingneſſe, yours our of the jawes of time. And 
therefore ſeeing Criſt only is properly and truly Gods $on,and none 
bur he, it ray ſerve thus farre to be a comfort and confplation unto 
us, yea, andro ftrengthan our truſt in God, inthat the love of God 
harh beene ſo wonderfull, and his mercie ſo unſpeakable rowards us,as 
thar he hath nor ſpared his owne and his onely Son for vs, as it is ſaid, 
God ſo lovedthe world, that hee hath given his onely begorren Son, 
that whoſoever beleeverh in him ſhould not periſh, bur have everla- 
ſting life, Toh. 3.16. (fficit pro unico, | 

The third and laftcircumſtance is, that he is cailed our Lord, 4:4 
in Feſms Chriſt bis only Sonne nr Lord : So1aith S. Paxitous, There 1s 


but one God which is the Father, of whom are all things, and wee in 
him 
I 
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him, and one Lord Jeſus Chriſt, by whom are all things, and wee by 
him, z Cor, 8, 6. And cherefore he Faith of himſelfero his Diſciples, 
Yeecallme Maſter and Lord, and yee fay wel), for ſo' Iam, Job.13.1g. 
For God hath made him both Lordand Chriſt : this Jefus whom yee 
have crucified, faith S. Peter, A&. 2. 36. Now this is as S, Arguſtine 
faich, becanſe Spoliavit antiquo boſtem,ſingulari dominis ſuo aſciſoit nes;He 
having vanquiſhed and overcome our old enemie the Devill, and ſpoi- 
led him of all principalicy and power, he now rules andreignes over us 
himſelte, by the power of his Word and holy Spiric,guiding and dire- 
ing us in all our wayes, and prore&ing and defending us in all our 
dangers, ſo thar our ſpiriceall enemies ſhall no more be able ro pre- 
vaile againſt us. Asalfo inregard of our redemption, becauſe he harh 
urchaſed usro himſelfe, being before caprivesand ſlaves of the De- 
vill, and therefore may juſtly challenge a lordſhip and dominion over 
us. Aad this may {erve firſt ce comfort us, That hee being our Lord, 
and we abiding under his proteGtion, we need norfeare what any ene- 
mie, wherher {piricual] or temporall, whecher Devill or wicked men 
can doe unto us : Fur it God be on our fide, who can be againſt us, 
ſaich Saint Par, Rom. 8.31. And thereforeler ns nor feare them which 
can kill onely the body, bur rather feare him which is able ro deſtroy 
both body and foule in hell; as ic is faid, Afatth,r0.28. And'iindeed in 
the ſecond p'ace, his Lordfhip over us ought to beggs a feare in us ro 
wards his holy n2me, accorditg to'vhar of the Propher, If Idea Lord, 
where is my feare, 14lac.1.6. For howſoever, as he is a Saviour, hee 
moſt truly deferves cur leve, yer as hee is Lord both of heaven and 
earth,and Judge borh of quicke and dead,he as juſtly requires our feare. 
Now both rheſe rickes, as yee (ce, are here aſcribed unto him.and given 
him even in this one Artjcle of our Creed ; for as hee is-in this laſt 
clauſe of it tiled and called our Lord, fo before hee was: called Jeſus a 
Saviour : here Damainus, which isnomen /ajeftatis,a name of feare and 
Majeſtie, there Jeſus which is omen benignitatis & amoris, a name of 


benignicie and love. This (hewes him to be anerernall being, anda gi+ - 


ver of being to all his creatures: Thar that hee is the Authour of our 
well being, that had made our ſelves in a miſerable being ; ſo that ir 
had beeneberrer for us never to be,than to be in fach a miſerable eſtate 
ascither we were all by nature, or they,all (hall be,thar are and ſhall be 
wirhourt this Fefus, rhis Saviour : wergue bic- profitetur & Dominus &> 
$alvator, he'iis kere profefied robe both, both Lord and Saviour ; t pro 
poteſtate quaomni ſua creattre domivatur, jure metuendaen oftenderetuar, pro 
bonitate vero qua miſericaraiierquoſdam ſalvat,dignum dileHjvne demanftrare- 
TH | Tur 5 
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tur;2$S. Auguſtine ſpeakes, i. e. thatin regard of his power, whereby 
he rules over all his creatures, it might be ſhewne char hee ought wor- 
thily ro be feared ; and in regard of his goodnefſe, whereby hee faves 
ſome, he mightbe demonſtrared ro be worthy likewiſe of all love;but 
as one ſaith, Many are willing and readte roembrace Chriſt as Jeſus,ro 
ſaverhem, who yer like not ro have him urged upon them as their 
Lord to governe and command them ; ſufficit pro hoc atrticyls. 


as. 


_— 


Which was conceived by the Holy Ghoſt, andborne 
of the Virgin Mary. | 


—_— two circumſtances of the conception and birth of Chriſt, 
- KL exprefſe tothe full the manner how he rooke our humane nature 
upon him, and became man, for as all mankind is ſo generated and 
brought forth into the world, firſt by conceprion in the wombe of a 
Mother, and then by produttion and bringing forch from thence, 
according to the time of life, whichthe Lord hath appointedby his 
wiſeandall-guiding and governing providence and decree , ſo he be- 
ing torake ourtrue and perfeft humane nature and ſhape upon him, 
that rherein he might performe all thar righteouſnefſe which the Law 
of God doth requireat the hands of:mankinde, and fo farisfie rhe ri- 
'gour of the Law, and the wrath of God in mans perſon, for mans fine, 
according to thar firſt promiſe and prophecie ot him : The ſeed of the 
Woman ſhall breake the Serpents head, Gen, 3.15. Therefore ic was 
requiſite, thar after the manner of all other perſons and people what- 
ſoever, he ſhouldbe propagated andprodaced into the world, as well 
by conception as by birth, that ſo the Enzmie of mankinde might have 
nothing to objc& againſt the juſtice of God, as if rrue and perfe& man 
had not truly and perfeftly fulfilled rhe whole Law, and fo quir him- 
ſelfe from the danger of ' & breach of that firſt Command,ofthe tree of 
knowledge of good and evill, thou ſhalr not eat, for in rheday rhat 
thou eateſt thereof, thou ſhalt die the death, or ſurely die, Ger. 2. 17, 
Therefore, I fay, our Saviour Chriſt being to become a perfect man, 
it behoved him inall things (fin only excepred) ro be made like man, 
as well by conceprion, as by birch from a carnall and na-urall Mother, 
in regard whereof it is her? faid, Hee was conceived by the Holy Ghoſt, 
and borne of the Virgin Mary. _=—_ : 

pe ho __ Fiſt, 


Firſt, of his conception, He was conceived by the Holy Ghoſt, for ſo 
the Angell Gabriel told Mary his Mother, when ſhe doubted and de- 
manded, ſaying, How ſhall this thing be, ſeeing I know not a man ? 
Luke 1. 34. And the Angell anſwered in the next verſe, ſaying, The 
Holy Ghoſt ſhall come upon thee, and the power of the higheſt ſhall 
overſhadow thee : therefore alſo that holy thing which ſhall be borne 
of thee, ſhall be called the Son of God, verſ{.35. Andin S. atthewes 
Goſpell it is ſaid, Shee was found ro be with Child of the Holy Ghoſt, 
and that which is conceived ia her, is of the Holy Ghoſt, 2Zatth.1.18. 
20. Thar is, faith S. Awguftine, Cujus conceptionis ſolus author fuit Spiritus 
Sanus ; of whoſe conceptionthe Holy Ghoſt only was the Author : 


-andyet nor ſo the Author neither, Vt caroiſta formata ſit citra interven= 


tum py = Fili: Dei, as Athanaſius ſpeakes ; as if the fleſh were 
formed withour the incervention of the proper effence of che Son of 
God. Abſat,eaenim eſt mens Pauli $ amoſatenſis et reliquorum bereticorum; 
as hegoes on : Farre be ic fromus ſo to imagine,this being the minde 
and conceir of Parkes Samoſatenſfir,and other Heretikes : bur we be-. 
leeve and ſpeake, ſecundum orthodoxorum dogmatum reftitudintm, 2Ccor« 
ding to the re&itude and ftraighrnefſe of the Catholike Teners, that 
the blefled Virgin wasfilled indeed wich the power and vertue of the 
Holy Ghoſt, Tam #t corpus ejus ſanttificaretur, tum ut ſalutarem illum 
fetum concipere poſiid z as well for the ſan fication of her body, as the 
enabling of her ro conceive thac ſaving and life-bringing fruit in her 
wombe, and fo ar the laſt after theſe firing preparations the divine na- 
ture of the Worditr ſelfe, thar is, the cond perſonin the ſaered Trini« 


tie deſcended ; Et ibi ſuum tahernaculum eligens in es incarnationem aſ- 


ſumpſit & homo fills eſt ; as Athanaſans ſtill ; and choofing there the 
place of his re{id2nce for a time,afſumed his incarnation and manhood 
in her ; ſo that for us men and for our ſalvation himſelfe came downe 
from heaven,was incarnare by the Holy Ghoſt of the Virgin Mzryand 
was made man, as the Nicene Creed teacheth four by the ſalutarion of 


an Angell, ith S. Gregory, the Word entred the wombe, and ftreighr- 


the Word inthe wombe by the working of the Holy Ghoſt became 
fleſh; for if ſhee had conceived by the ordinary way of propagating 
mankind, 3, e, by the'carnall knowledge of man, whether Foſeph her 
husband, or any other, why then char which ſhould have beene, borne 
of her, conld not have beene wirhout (inne, and (o nor capable of the 
Mediatorſhip berwixt God and man, nor of farist;ing the Law and 
wrath of God for man ; but now being maJe man, not afcer the ordi- 
nary courſe of nature, but of the ſanCitied on and bloud of his Mo- 

(ig | | | ther, 
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$9 An Expoſition upon the Apoſiles Creed. 
cher , through the miraculous working of the Ghoſt in her 
wombe, he is capable of doing all that dibage —_— redewption, 


\ 


for by his moſt holy conceprion, our finfull birch and conceprton is / 


fanftified, and his holinefſe of life ferves a3 a cover to hide our mani- 
fald aftuall corruprions from the eyes of God : For, for their fakes 
(faich Chriit) doe I finftifie my ſelfe, thac they alſo may be ſandtified 
through the trarh, Tb. x7. 19. which tſhewes that Chrilts. holinefſe is/ 
ours ; fo rhat this is che name whereby wee may call hiw, The Lord, 
our rigtreouſnefſe, fairh 
ble to any (as S. Auguſtize fpeakes ) rhar he ſhould rake the whole and 
perfe&t nature of manonly frombis Mother the Virgin , Nats fementi- 
wa carnis origine operamte ; Withour any operationor afliftanceof carnall 
feed, ſeeing thac rhe handand power of Gad wroughrand effected te ; 
que primam mulerens pomit de coſta formare; which was able, and did 
make the firſt woman rhar ever was, only of a ribof the firſt man; her 
Eusband : And cherefore he that was thus able ro make a perte& and in- 
tire woraa. only out of the fleſhof man, wichour any ocher helpe or 
afliftance, ler us nor doubt, but ftedfaftly beleeve that hee is as able to 
make aperfe& and intire wan only our of the fleſh of woman, ſo thar 
he thall become as perfe& God, fo likewiſe perfet man,of areafonable 
foule, and humane fleth ſubſiſting, as 4bsnsfins : forif ir, be poſſible 
(as S. Augzftine faith) for a worn? to be ingendred and frameda ti- 
ving creature euc of the mud, or clay, or dirt, or dung, and thelike, 
only by che Suns working, heating and refle&ing npon it ; then much 
more for the fleſh of Chriſt to bee conceived of the Virgin 2fary, by 
the only overſhadowing, illuſtrating, and faaftifying power of the 


Holy Ghoſt. 
Hee was eonceived of tbe Holy Gbsſ8, 
And heze we may take notice of foure manner of births, 3,e. wayey 
or kirdes of producing or bringing mankinde inzo the world. The 
frſt, Nec de viro,nec de femina; neither of mannor woman, which was 
Adim made only by the Almightie hand andpower of God, out of the 
duft and clay ofthe earth, G-1.2.7. The ſecond, Devire ſome mwliere: Of 
the manrwichour the helpe of woman,and this was Eze,who was made 
only of the zibof man, &em.2.22, The third, Deviro &# muliere; Both 
ef man and woman, as we are all ordinarily propagated by carnall ge- 
eration, The fourth and laſt, De mwlieve fine vire, Of the woman 
wichout the helpe of man, andthis was Chrilt conceived onely by the 

tholy Ghoft. 

Rorae of the Virgin.Jfary, is the ſecondciroumftance of his hunm- 
mree : 


Feremie, Chap.23.6. Neither let it be incredi- \ 


| Mn Expofirion wpon the Apoſtles Creed. $I 
nitie : Firſt borne, ſecondly, of a Virgin , of the firſt, the meaning is 
no more bur this,That in rhe ordinary rime of travell, according to the 
courſe of nature, he was hr forrh into the world by a woman cal- 
: led May, whom the Lord had ſele&ted for that purpoſe, thathis onely 
begotten Son, the ſecond Perſon in the ſacred Trinitie, might take his 
humane fleſh and nature of her, and ſo become that promiſed ſeed of 
the woman which ſhould breake the Serpents head, ſpoken of before 
out of Ger.3.15. according to that alſo of the Apoſtle; For as much as 
the children were partakers of fleſh and blond, he alſo himſelfe rooke 
part with them, that he might deſtroy through death, him that had the 
power of death, thar is, the Devill, Hebr.2.14.For he in no ſort rooke 
the Angels nature, buthe rooke rhe ſeed of Abrehamas there follows, 
verſe 16, Now then, if wee doe once truly and firmly belceve his 
conception, there is no great doubr or difficalcie to bee made concer- 
ning his birth, becauſe all mankind, after they are conceived in the 
wombe, doe by the ordinary courſe of nature in due time of procrea- 
tion, 3. e, after nine months ſpace proceed roa birth into the world, 
and ſo likewiſe our Saviour Chriſt : onely hence ariſeth a difference, 
and the difficulrie, that whereas all other morhers, after they have once 
conceived wich childe, ceaſe tobe, andto be accounted Virgins ; the 
Mother of Chriſt continued what ſhee was before, a Virgin ſill, yea, 
and ſo remainedunco her lives end : And therefore is faid, Borne of the 
Virgin Mary. Whereupon S. Auguftine faich, He that came to revue 
the cerrupted and depraved nature of finfull mankinde, novam legem 
voluit habere naſeendi, wonld be borne after a new and unuſuall manner : 
Trer enim non erat #t virgint! violeretr mntegritas per Chrifti adventum qui 
venerat ſanare corrypta ; It being not meet that he which came to heale 
char which was corrupred and broken,ſhould by his faid comming vio- 
late and breake that which was whole, 3. e. the virginitie and integricy 
of his Mother : and therefore all antiquitie have concluded and deter- 
mined of her that ſhe wasa Virgin,ante pertrem, in partn, poſt partam, be= 
fore her trav*1], in her travel, and after her travell, ſo remaining even 
to her dying day, as I faid before. 

Firſt, before her eravell,to fulfill that prophecie which had foretold 
that a Virgin ſhould conceive and beare a Sonne, and that his name 
ſhould be called Emernnel, which is, God with us, Eſay 7. 15. which 
name agrees with none bot our Saviour Chriſt, which was both God 
and man ; and rherefore the faid prophecie is ſaid tobe fulfilled in him, 
AMatth.1.23. 

Secondly, in her travel}, that he which was borne of her might be 
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without fin, for all others muſt ſay as David, Behold, I was borne in 
hin, and in iniquity hath my mother conceived mee, P/al. 51.5. Onely 
the Mother of Chriſt, becauſe ſhee had conceived withour the carnall 
knowledge of man, might fay, as S. Auguſtine makes her ro ſpeake, 
Quinatus de ventre meo me matien dimiſat intaFtam ; He that is borneof 
mee, hath indeed made mee a Mother, bur yer he hath lefr me wichour 
any uncleane touch of carng]] contagion or contamination : At imple- 
vit venirem meumn divinitate,@ uterum meum non evacuauit ciftitate : So 
that howſoever he have filled mz wich his Divinitie, yer hee hath nor 
rubbed or ſpoiled me of my chaſticie ; Sola imppregnate, nec vitiata, exo- 
nerata, nec vacuats; but 1, IT only, of all rhe women in the world, have 
beene found with childe,withour deflowring,and delivered ofa child, 
wichour defiling, becauſe as the Angell Gabriel, Paranimpbus Chriſti, 
the Paranimph of Chriſt, as Saint Argyſtine tiles him, ſalured me; I 
have beene freely beloved, and the Lord hath beene wich me, fo that 1 
am ble{I_d amongſt women, Luke 1. 28. Now then, as the ſame holy 
Father (till ſpeakes,Conſid:rs conceptuns tuum,beata virgo,'F expaveſeo:in- 
tucor partum,& contremiſco:adars filuum tnum,& reviviſco ; When I conli- 
derthy conception, O bleſſed Virgin, Iam aſtoniſht : when I behold 
thy delivery, I ſtand amazed ; bur when I come to adore thy Son, I am 
revived, ſeeing he that at the firſt created rhee, hath honoured thee fo 
farreas to be borne of thee ; Borne of the Virgin ary ; And as ſhee was 
a Virgin before, and in her travell, fo likewiſe after, even to her lives 
- end; Poſterior enim concupiſcentia minuiſſet fidem prioris virginizatis ; For 
her after concupiſcence and carnal] longings, if ſhee had any, would 
have diminiſhed the credit and beleefe of her former virginicie; and 
indeed it was not meet that the only Son of God, that was borne of a 
Virgin and without fin, ſhould come afrerward ro have had a carnall 
brotherhood, which muſt needs have been conceived in fin, w* might 
have fallen our, if ſhee had hadcarnall knowledge afterwards of her 
husband Foſeph. And therefore Joviniznw, Helvidius,and all Herericks 
of thar ſtraine, which have ſo affirmed, are to be deteſted and avoided 
for many reaſons. Firſt, becauſe ir would have derogared fromthe per- 
fetionof Chriſt to have had ſuch-brechren, who. as he was the onely 
begottenSon of his Farher in heaven ; ſo was it meet that hee ſhould 
be the only Son of his Mother here onearth. Secondly, becauſe ſary 
in che afrer carnall knowledge of her husband Toſeph ſhould have done 
wrong and injury to the Holy Ghoſt;Czjus ſacrarmumfuit uterum virgi- 
is; Whoſe virgin wombe had beene ſanRified and conſecrated by 
him, as it were, untothe Lord, and therefore oughtnot to be —_ 
| er 
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Per virilem commixtionem, by any uncleane touch and commixture of 
man, Thirdly, becauſe ſhee would have beene thought very unthank- 
falland upgratefull unto God, if ſhee had not beene contented wirh 
ſacha Son. Fourthly, and laſtly , becauſe-it would have beene too 
great a preſumptien in Joſeph, $3 polluere attentaret virginem , If hee 
ſhould bave offered once to violate rhevirginitie of her, of whom the 
Lord was bcrne : and therefore there is nodoubt bur wee m—_—_ 
hold and beleeve her a Virgin as well after,as in and before her travel, 
and fay, I beleeve in Teſus Chriſt conceived by the Holy Ghoſt, and borne of the 
Virgin Mary:tor as a Star ſends forth irs beame withqut any derrimer, 
or corruption to ir ſelfe; Sic virgs F ilium Chriſtum, as Bernard ſpeaks : 
So might the Virgin 4Zary her Son Chriſt withour any wrong to her « 
virgiuicy:which the Fathersalfo prove by many alluſions from the fa- 
cred Scriptures and Word of God, applying ſome myſticall paſſages of 
the ſame tothe conception and birth.of Chriſt:of this bleſſed Virgin, 
Rubus Moſaicus.virgs Aaronicagvellus Gedeonis,clauſa Ezechielis porta ire 
ginem peritaram ſine detrimentovirginitati [ue deſignant ; ſaith one: doſes 
buſh char burned and was not conſumed, Exod. 3. 2. Aarons rod that 
budded and bloſſomed, and bare ripe Almonds; when it was withered 
and drie, Nrmb.17.8, Gedeons fleece that was full of dew, that one 
.might wring it when all the earth was drie befides, T«dg.6. 38. And 
Ezelgels gate which was ſhur, ſo that none ſhould enter by ir, becauſe 
the Lord God of Iirael had entred by ir, Ezech. 44.2, doe all in ſome 
ſort or other expreſle the conception and birth of rhe Sonne of God, 
withoutany detriment to the virginitie of his Mother :and indeed the 
laſt of theſe Ezekze!s ſhut gate, is neatly applied by S. Augyſtine him- 
ſelte in hiseighteenth Sermon De tempore, to this purpoſe, where hee 
faith, Quid eſt porta in domo Domini clauſa nifi quod Maria ſemper eris 
antaGa, &c. What is meant by the gate in the houſe of the Lord, which 
is alwayes (hut, but only this that the Virgin ary ſhall ever remaine 
untouch'c and undefiled : Er quideſt quod homo non tranſit per eam nifs 
quia Toſeph non cognovit eam : And what is meant by thar, that no man 
ſhall encer by ir,bur this,that herhusband Toſepb ſhall norcarnally know 
her : Et quid eft quod Dominus ſolus intrat & egredietur per eam niſe quis 
Spritus Sanus impregnavit eam; And whatby thar,that the Lord God 
of 1ſrael only ſhall goe in and our thereat; but chis,that ſhee hath con- 
ceived by the Holy Ghoſt: Et quid eft cluwſaerit in eternumgnſs quia erit 
Maria virgo,ante partum,in partu,poſt partum : And whar by this, char it- 
ſhall be ſhuc for ever ; bur this, that AZary ſhall be a Virpin before, in, 
and after her delivery of her ſaid Son Chriſt Jeſus, as I aid before ; in 
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ſo much as ſhe may ſay of her ſelfe, ashe gocs on, Porta folfs fum cali, 
janua fats ſum filio Dei: Tam made the gate of heaven, and am be- 
comea doore to the Sonne of God, beeauſe hee vonchſafes to goe in 
and ont by mee, and rhat without eicher opening or ſhutting of my 
fanctified womb, whereby my virginicie ſhonld be impaired in che lea(i 
degree, as after his reſurreftion hee entred in among the midſt of his 
Diſciples, when the doores were faſt ſhut, Foh.20.19. And therefore 
we need not fearetobeleeve him borne of the Virgin Aarie. 
And thus you fee, Beloved, how Chrift the Gow of God tooke 
our humane nature and ſhape perfe&ly, andentirely upon him, and ſo 
became alſo rhe Sonne of man ; firſt, by being conceived, and then 
borne of the Virgin Afarie; which howſoever it may ſeeme ſtrange 
and almoſt miraculous unto us, yet ro God that did worke ir, it was 
both facile and eafte ; for that God that hath wrirten wondrons things 
in his Law, is able alſo to worke wondrous rhings for us in his Go- 
ſpell ; Ord antem front mirabilis niſi que bhominibus ſunt impoſſibilts : 
Augſtine, And whar,I pray you,is wonderfull,bur that which ſeemes 
tous impoſſible. Asfor example, the verie wricing of the Law in Ta- 
bles of Rone,withour firting inflruments, is itſelfe a veric wonder of 
the Law. Againe, the earths yeelding bread in the wildernefſe, with- 
our cither ng or ſowing,as Exed.16. 15. is another wonder of the 
fame. Andthirdly, Aarens rod fpoken of before, which having beene 
withered many yeares, as S, Anuguſtineſayes, beginning torevive with- 
out water, to flouriſh in the Tabernacle, and to bring forth nuts or 
almonds, when it was'incloſed under the drie roofe of an houſe, js a 
third wonder alſo of the Law of God. Now then (as S. Auguſtine ap- 
plyes ir) if wee have read theſe things in Gods Law, why doe wee nor 
ynderftand them and beleeve them, when we ſee them, orthe verie like 
tothem ated and performed, even to our comfort and conſolation in 
theſe dayes and times of the Goſpel]: for hee that writ the ſtony Ta- 
bles withoutan iron pen, by the ſame power and kill could cauſe the 
Virgin Afarie to conceive with childe by the Holy Ghoſt, withour 
the help of mar. And he that broughe forth bread in the wildernefſe, 
withonr breaking and plowing up the earth, was able alfo to bring a 
Sonne from the wombe of the Virgin, wichoue violating or wrong- 
ing her virginitie. And hee that cauſed the drije rod ro bud and blof- 
ſome,and the like, withour moyſture ; Ipſe feeit fillam David fine femine 
generare + He made this daughter of the houſe of David to bring forth 
this bleffed fruit of her wombe, even withour feed. | 
Andtherefore doubt nor, bur ſtedfaftly beleeve that Chriſt wasan . 


entire 
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eatire and perfelt man, howſocver he was not conceived, nor borne 
afrer the uſuall aud ordinarie manner of bringing mankinde into the 
world ; but. cenceived of the Holy Ghoſt, and borne of the Virgj 

Afarie: for chisbirch of his, afrerchis manner, ſhewes hit to be what 
indeed hee was, and what lee ought to bey ſeeing kee came to be a 
Mediarour berwixt God and us, viz. it ſhewes himts be both God 
and man: fer in that he was borne and took fleſfr of a woman,ic ſhewes 
him to be trueman: bur inchathe was borne of a Tirgins Se Dexm doe 
cet, qui partus Deum decet';, avS. Ambroſe ſpeakes ; Tt (Hewes him to be 
likewiſe God, for ſuch « birth becomes nonebur che Sonne of God, 
And indeed there are many reaſons, why Chriſt ſhould be borne of a 
pure Vizgia; as firſt, for the greater honous and dignicie of God the 
Father that ſent him, that ſ@ hee onely mighcbe his Factier on earth, 


that was his Father in heaven: and therefore fairh S, Auguſtine, Non 


uefivit quidems niſt matrem in terya, ran” pavrent bahebat in Colo : 
fe pn bur onely for a morher —_— he had a Father be- 
fore in heaven. Secondly,for the honour alſo of the Son hiimiſelfe char 
was ſent, who as he was the Word of God from the beglnaſng, ſo he 
might be the Sonne of. Gad te the end. Now as the Word is concei- 
ved wichout any corruption of the keart. from whence ie doth pro- 
ceed, ſo onghr he ro be wichour any corruption of hs morher, Third- 
ly, tor the greater credit of his humane nature, in whictr there oughr 


Rot tO be the leaſt ftaine of (inne, ſeeing hee came to fatisfie Gods 
[dnor have heene effefted by any o-. 


wrathfor mans finve, which cou 
ther birch than onely of a pure Virgin. Fourthly andHaftly, for che 


end of his incarnation, which was to —_—_ and. begermen anew - 


unto the Lord, that {yas many as would receive him, might have 

wer given them to become alſo the ſonnes of God : bur row; nor 
C being borne of bloud, nor of the willof the fleft, nor of the will 
of man, but ofGod, 1ob.1.12,13. 


And therefore much more heeyto the intent Ree'mighr beper virgin | 


members. to be of the ſame body whereof hee was the head, tharis, a 
my and. glorious Church Gr Congregation, not having fpor or writs 

, was himſclfe to be borneof a Virgin-morher ; and re'wee 
may ſafely fay and beleeve, that Chrift howſoever hee were rhe enely 
Sonneof God, begotten before all rime, yerthatalſo incime hee was 
borne man of the Virgin Afarie : in ſo muchas S. Auguſtine fpealtes, 
De creatura ſua Creator omnium procreatur,. ds riuulo ſico forss magnus exori» 
ter, radix on1niun de virgulto ſue naſcitur, & vitis —_— ſuif#ntus 
effcitur ; that is, The:true Vine is become the fryit of 


irs owne branch, 
and : 


, 


ate en oe ed 
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and the root of all chings is ſprung from irs 6wne ſprig or ſien, the 
great fountaine is riſen fromirs owne rivuler, andthe Creator of all 
things is borne of his owne creature : and AZ1ia is become T heotocor 
Deip2ra, or Dei genetrix, that is, the Mother of God, as Vincentins Liri- 
nenſss (tiles her, according alſo to certaine old Engliſh verſes, which I 


” 


have read to that purpoſe: 
A virginand a mother bearesa Sonne, ir, 
The creature her Creator on her knee ; : 
From all beginnings, yet but now begun, - 
Servant to time, Lord of eternitie : 
Earths weaknefſe, and heav'nspow'r in himdoe dyyell, - 
Which is both God and man, Emanel. Fe - +2 


Andagaine : QOuiregit ſydera, ſugit ubera, 


Who fits in heav'n upon his Throne of State, 
Sucks here on earth the milke of infancie : | 
Who rules the ſtars, and guides the ſterne of fate, 
Suſtaines the yoake of humane mitſerie, 
| Ears,drinks, wakes, {leepes, and weepes as mortall man, 
In whom immortall happineſſe began. 


For as in the firſt creation of mankinde, man was created after the 
imageand fimilicude of God: ſo in the reſticution and repairing of 
the ſame mankinde againe after his fall, it was requiſite that God 
ſhould be made after the image and fimilicude of man, rhat ſo he might 
be a fir Mediatour unto God for man, not as God: for ſo hee is able by 
his owne authoririe, to take away and forgive fins, according to thar, - 
Who can forgive ſinsbur God onely ? bur as man, that ſo hee'mighr 
farisfie for mans offences, in che ſame nature in which the breach and 
offence began, as the Apoſtle ſpeakerh ; God ſent forth his Sonne 
made of a woman, and made under the Law, that ſo he mighr redeeme 

. thoſe that were under the Law, Gl.4.4,5. which heeconld nor have 
done; if hee had not raken the verie nature of man upon him; and 
therefore was he in no wiſe to rake the Angels nature upon him, but 
onely the ſeed of Abraham, asT told you before, out of Heb.2. 16..,Oia 
Angelus nullum babuit conſortium cum homine qui peccaverat : Becauſe rhe 
Angels had no ſocierie or fellowſhip with that nature of man which 

' hadtranſpreſſed ; neither was the whole Angelicall nature lapſed and 
Fallen as mans was, but onely in part : for though ſome fel}, yet _ 
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abode ſtedfaft, and are (o eftabſiſhed forever. Thirdly, becauſe the 


Angels fell of themſelves; by/their owne proper pride and” malice, - 


without any inticement, or extethall provetarion of: another ; bur 
manfell throwgh infirwicie, and bythe fubtill ſuggeſtion ant! allure- 
ment cf the ſerpent; the inſtrunchr of Saran; therefore) was meer 
that the Sorne of God ſhould be made rhe Soune-of may, that fo hee 
might bea perfett Mediatour betwixc God ard man; God at hee 
mighr ſarisfie, & man thar he might fiffer » Nam fi homo 1952 vicifſet teri 
micum bominsr,n0n jufte vitfa9 efſet wnnions :frith Trenexes + Fot unleſs 
ran had overcome the enethie'of 'man, he had not beene juſtly vanqui- 
ſhed. Nam poſterins debet reduti adperfetionem, per id qutad prizts efF in eo- 
dem genere : as fay the Logiciatis : That which is lecrer cannot be re- 
duced to perteCticn, but onely by that which was before ia the ſame 
kinde, And therefore, that God may r-deems man, Godmuſt becomz 
man, that ſo we may be made the adopted ſonnes of God ; Per em qt} 
natural # » by him thar is his ſonne by nature: and as by a man 
came ourdearh, ſo by a man a]ſo might come our reſur:e&ion frum the 
dead, as S. Par ſaith, 1 Cor.15. 


And thus have you art large heard related and dilated unto you, how © | 
in the incarnation and birth of Chrift, Godis becomerm, by being - 


conceived of the Holy Ghoſt, and borne of the Virgin arie, who a!- 
though he be God and man, yet he is not two but one Chriſt, one not 
| by converſion ofthe Godhead into fleſkybathy raking of che m:+nhood 
into God ; one alrogether ndt byconfuficn bf ſubſtance, bur by unitie 
of perſon: as Athanaſizes, Which is likewiie well expretizd by Pince):- 
tins Lirirenſis when he fayes thatin T rmita-e :nere1s als atqre alins, 
2101 alind atque aliud ; but in Chrift there is alu:d & ud, non alizes &f a= 
live ; that is, aSthere is in the ble{{ed Trinitie a diverſitie of perſons, 


as God the Father, God the Sonne, God the Holy Ghoſt ; but nor a : 


diverfitie of things, natures, ſubſtances, becauſe they are all bur one 
God: ſo in Chriſt on the other1ide there is a diverlitie of things, r a+ 
tures, ſubſtances, as Dcirie and humanitie ; bur not of pcrions, be- 
cauſe theſe two natures are become but one perſon in him, Sicyt in ho= 
mine aliud caro, & aliud anima, ſed wnus idemque homo anima & cara 2 48 
hee goes on. Which our Liturgie ſhall tranſlate; As the reaſonable 


ſoule and fleſhis one man, ſo God and manis one Chriſt; which ex- , 
ample of two diſtin& natures ſubſtances ſpirituall and corporeall,, - 
ſoule and body concurring, to the compolirion of one whole and en- / 


ire perſon, Man doth ſo fully expreffe to my underſtanding the mages 


Y a N s ASS" * 
'f the union of the two natures, God-head and manzood ingat .-* ; 
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of the one, may conngene other. And therefore I will proceed no 
farther in proofe anddedlaration of it ; but onely defire God(for con- 
cluſion of this —_— may ſo firmly and tedfaſtly belecve in 
this bleſſed ſeed, and. of the bleſſed Virgin, that as hee of her 
hath taken our nature upon him, and is become the ſonne of man; fo 
we by bim may be ſo renewed in ſoule and ſpirir, as that wee may be- 
come the ſonnes of God, andas members of thatbody, whereot he is 
the head, may aſcend with himour elder brother into the land of the 
living, whither hee is aſcended with our ficfh and humane nature be- 
fore us, to provide places andeternall manfions for us, Which 
the Lord of his infinite goodnefſe vouchſate to 
grant us, even for the ſame Jeſus 
his fake, Amen, 


<> + 
Be tes. af do, 
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| Chrift, that the weakeſt and halloweſt capacitie being able to conſider 


oy 


q 


